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our movement but of every movement with
which he was connected. I support the
maotion.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, de-
hate adjourned. .

House adjourned at 812 paw.

Lregislative Assembly.

Wedaeswday, 27th August, 1947.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p., and read prayers,

QUESTIONS,

PIONEER BUS SERVICE
Ax to Increase of Fares,

Mr. MARSHALL {on notice) asked the
Minister fuor Transport:

{1) Is it a faet that sanetion has heen
given to the Pioncer Bus Service, operating
hetween Perth and Bassendean, to increase
the fares chargeable on that route!

(2} Upon what grounds was the sanction
to increase fares on this particular route
granted, and does he concur in such in-
erease !

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes.
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(2) To assist in restoring the finaneial
stability of the compnny which has de-
teriorated over the past years mainly through
operating at fares lower than those on eom-
parable routes. As this is an essential in
the rchabilitation of the service generally
the inereases approved by the Transport
Board were made with my concurrence.

TTARBOURS,

{a} .19 to Seheme fr!;‘ Riunhury
Developinent, Ete,

Mr. MURRAY (on nntice)
Minister for Works:

asked the

In view of the decision by the previous
Cabinct on the 7th October, 1946, in regard
to a major scheme for Bunbury Harbour
development and associate works:

{1) Does he intend to tully carry out this
plan?

(2} \What finsncial provision has been
made in this year's pstimates for this work?

(3) Has the plan been submitted to Col.
Tydeman, as promised hy the previons
Minister for Work+ and later by himself ?

{-t} If 80, how much of Col. Tydeman’s
report is he prepared to make available for
perusal 7

(#) Will ke arrnnge for an inspection and
report from Col. Tydeman on the desira-
bility of re-opening “Beat Channel,” the
cffoct of eclosure heing covered in P.W.TN.
Plan dated the 30th June, 1898, prepared
by Mr. W, E, Wood, and also hy subse-
quent events?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Subject to My. Tydeman’s review,
yes. !

{2} £80,000 provided on draft Loan Esti-
mates. This will cover preliminary work at
Roelands Quarry, provision of equipment,
cte,

{3 Yes, .

(4) Mr, Tydeman will commenve his re-
view of the Bunbury Harbour Improve-
ments seheme shortly.

{3) Yes.

(b} s te Propasaly for Albany
Development.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE
asked the Minister for Works:
{1} Do the proposals put forward by the
Director of Works to the Wise Government

{on notice)
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—aud which were approved by that Govern-
ment-—in eonnecijion with the development of
the Albany Harbour provide ultimately for
4,990 or 3,650 feet of berthage accommoda-
tion?

{2) Is not the first of the three stages of
the proposals divided into two sections,
namely la and 1b?

(3) Did the Director of Works and Engi-
neer for Harbours and Rivers discuss the
proposals at Albany with local interested
organisations on or about the 21st Mareh,
147

{1) Has he any present intention of alter-
ing the proposals in any major respect, as
reeently advoeated by the member for Al
bany?

(3) If so, in what respect!

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The proposals provided for 5,100
lineal feet quay frontage.

{2) Yes.

{1) No

(4) Mr. Tydeman will shortly review the
proposals and submit a report to the Govern-
ment.

(3) Answered by (4).

RAILWAYS,
(a) As to Refrigerator Vans for Butter.

AMr. MURRAY (on notice) asked the Min-
ister for Railways:
~ In view of repecated statements fa\'ourmg
installation of refrigerator vans- for the
transport of butter—

{1) Has the design and speeifications for
these vehicles been received?

(2) What is the estimated cost for each
vehicle?

(3) How many vehicles of this type does
he consider neecssary for this service? *

(4) If answer to (1) iz no, when docs
he expect to reccive same?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No designs or specifications for re-
frigerated trucks are at present in hand in
this State but developments elsewhere with
such vans are being closely watched, notably
in Queensland, where the refrigeration unit
is paid for by the consignee and the question
of refrigerated trucks, as distinet from in-
sulated vans, will be gone into.in the light
of the expericnee of that system. In West-

429

ern- Australia butter is conveyed in cold
storage trucks.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

(3) It is estimated that 23 single vehicles
would be required in the peask period. 22
EA cold storage vans in service have been
reserved cxclusively for use in the trans-
port of butter, and these are supplemented
with Class E eold storage vans as necessary.

(4) Answered by No. (1).

(b) As to Loop Lines to Serve Butier
Factories,

Mr. MCRRAY (on notice) asked the Min-
ister for Railways:

In wview of the statement to “The Daily
News” of the 19th August, regarding con-
struetion of a loop line, near the butter
factory, Manjimup:

(1) Does he propose recommendation for
the construction of similar facilities for all
factories?

(2) What is the estimated cost?

(3) Which butter factory managers ex-
pressed themselves “Very pleased with ser-
viee being supplied?’

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) No. The main railway line
passes by the butter factory, and therefore,
the installation of a luop line on which to
shunt butter trucks would enable such to
be stationed within 50 yards of the factory,
therebhy greatly faecilitating loading. Similar
conditions do not cxist at Boyanup, Bussel-
ton or Margaret River. The proposal to
construct a loop has.not yet developed beyond
the suggestion stage, but as soon as esti-
mates are received they will be made known
te the hon. member,

(3) Busselton, Margaret River and Man-
jimup.

T.B. EXAMINATIONS,
As to Basic Wage for Breadwinner Puatients,

Mr. NEEDHAM (on notice) asked the
Minister representing the Minister for
Health: ~

(1) Will he take info consideration the
faet that many people will ‘not offer them-
selves for X-ray examination, beeause if
found to be suffering from, or suseeptible to,
pulmonary tuberculosis, they could not afford
to undergo treatment under the rates of
compensation recently fixed?
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{2) Will he favourably consider joint
action by the State und Federal Governments
making provision for the payment of a
weekly sum, to the breadwinner, of not less
than the basiec wage, while undergoing treat-
ment for pulmoenary tuberenmlosis, without
applying the means test?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The present payment of a weekly sum
ix made by the Commonwealth and is experi-
mental.  The Commonwealth Minister for
Health has stated it will he reconsidered
after three months.

WHEAT.

As to Capacity and Cost of Bulk Facilities,
Fremantle,

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE (on notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

(1) What is the maximum earrying eapa-
city per hour of the bulk wheat’ conveyor
tower and loading gantry erected hy the
Public Works Department at Fremantle?

(2) Would the operation of the plant he
limited to a maximum of only 300 tons per
hour hecause of any inability of wheat
trimmers to handle more than that qnantity
per hour in the loading of any one ship?

(3) Were the complete plans of the de-
partment in this matter cstimated to eost
approximately £270,0007

{4) Did any farmers’ company offer at
any stage to provide an acceptable scheme at
less than half of that amount?

() 1f so, what are the major differences
in the two sets of proposals?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 800 tons per hour with existing twe
bells only; 1,600 tons per hour when fitted
with additional two belts. .

{2} Xo.

(3) Estimated cost for establishment of
workhouse section, including storage capacity
of 5,260 tons, and re-organisation of rail-
way lay-out, was £270,000,

(1) No.

(3) Answered by (4).

FORREST RIVER MISSIOXN.

As to Tabling Report em Health of Natives.

Hon, A, A, M, COVKRLEY, (on notice)
axked the Minister for Native Affaivs:

[ASSEMBLY.)

Will be lay on the Table of the House the
latest report by Dr, Musso, Travelling Medi-
cal Officer for Native Affairs, on the health
of natives at Forrest River Mission?

The CHIEF SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Native Affairs) replied:

No, not at present. This report is of a

confidential nature, and contains certain
aspeets which are at present under con-
sideration. '

MOTOR TRAFFIC.
Ag to .lecidents and Prosecutions.
* Mr, STYANTS (on notice) asked the
Minister for Police:

(1) How many aceidents involving taxi
cars occutred in the metropelitan area for
the year ended the 30th June, 19477

{2) What pereentage of the number regis-
tered is the ahove figure?

{3) What is the pereentage of privately-
owned motor cars involved in acidents in the
metropolitan area for the year ended the
30th June, 19472

{4) How many prosecutions for speeding
were instituted against taxi drvivers in the
same avea and period?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Minister for Police} replied:

(1} 482. i
(2) 152.23,

(3) 18.47.

(4 31,

AILK.
As to Treatment Lieenses for Currenl Year.
Iion. J. T. TONKIN (on notice) axked the
Minister for Agriculture:

(1) When is it expected that the appli-
eations for milk treatment licenses for the
current year, which are at present under
consideration, will he decided?

(2) Ts it intended to limit the numher of
trentment licenses which can be held by any
one persan or firm?

The JMINISTER replied:

(1) No precise date. As soon as possible.

{2)- No: provided they conform with the
Board’s poliey

.
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NORTH-WEST.,

Ax to Arrangements for Securing Medical
Officers.

Mr. HEGNEY {on notice) asked the Min-
ister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) In what States or countries has the
Health Department advertised for medieal
practitioners for appointment to Port Hed-
land or Marble Bar?

{2) Will he indieate what arrangements,
if any, have been made to obtain the ser-
viees of a fully qualified medical practitioner
jor Port Hedland when Dr. Beamish leaves
the distriet!

(3) Is it the intention of the Health De-

partent to appeint a medieal officer for
Marble Bar if and when one is availahle?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(1} The Department has advertised in all
States of the Commonwealth and in the

TUnited Kingdom for medieal praectitioners
for the North-West.

The Agent-General in London is dealing
with 2 number of applieants and should these
prove suitable, arrangements will be made
to expedite passage to this State, by air if
possible,

(2) 1t is anticipated that Dr. Fischer will
be sulliciently recovered from his illness to
take over from Dr. Beamish when the latter
leaves.

(3) This will be considercd lafer.

JETTIER, SWAXN RIVER.
As to Control of Children.

HOX., A. H. PANTON (without notice)
nske@ the Blinister for Transport:

In view of the congestion at present on
the jettics used in transport te and from the
Zoo and the danger of a bad aecident oceur-
ring, will he have an offiver placed on the
Jetties to eontrol the children on and off the
boat<, whilst on haolidays?

The MINISTER replied:

This 1s the first T have heard of the mat-
ter. T will take it up with the authorities
with a view to having such an officer made
available,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Tonth Day—Conclusion,
Debate resnmed from the previeus day.

431

MR, HEGNEY (Pilbara) [1.39]: First
of all I desire, in common with mem-
hers who have proceded me, to offer my
sincere eongratulations te you, Sir, on
your election to the Speakership, and to
the Chairman of Committees and the
memhers of the (Government on their
appointment to the offices they hold.
Without detracting in any way from the
occupant of the Premiership T would like
to say in all sineerity that as the Labour
Government has gone ont of office, 1
would very much like to have seen—and
1 think everyone will agree with me—the
Deputy Premier ocenpying the position of
Premier of this Btate. I say that for this
reasen: Some vears ago, when I first en-
tered this Chamber—just prior to the out-
break of war—I was strongly impressed
hy the obvious sinecrity of the present
Deputy Premier. He was then a back-
beneher, but by the foree of his ability and
application he obtained opportunity of
excreising that ability. For some years—
though I disagree with him politieally on
a2 number of matters—he applied himself
assiduously to the tasks of the office of
Leader of the Opposition, and only by what
might be termed an accident of cireum-
stances was he obliged to aceept the office
of Deputy Premier. T am sorry that that
nosition has arisen, ‘but believe he wil ac-
eept it in the eircumstanees. T say thag
in all sineerity, without easting anyv reflec-
tion on the present Premier.

During my remarks I will deal only with
a limited number of subjects. I propose,
first of all, to vefer briefly to certnin aspects
of our constitutional Government. In vom-
mon with many other members 1 have, on
previons occasions, adopted the policy of
submitting for the consideration of the
iovernment a variefy of matters affecting
my own electorate. On this oecasion T in-
tend to leave those more parochial matters
to he brought personally to the notice of the

appropriate Ministers, or to the Gov-
ecriment by other means. 1 do not
believe ' that the vespeetive Ministers

will go through all the numbers of “Han-
sard,” disseeting the items that each member
submits for their consideration, and then
deal with them from the personal or de-
partmental point of view. I .assure the
Government that from time to time I will
submit to it matters of interest to the
peeple of the Pilbara district, and I believe
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that reasonable consideration will be given
to any requests that I may make.

A recent announcement from Canberra
indicated that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment may soon tske steps to enlarge the
numerical size of the Commonwealth Par-
liament. That announcement is one .of
scripus import to the people of Australia
as 8 whole. It is true that under the Con-
stitution provision is made for the enlarge-
ment of the Commonwealth Parliament.
Provision is also made that the size of the
Senate shall be, numerically, as nearly as
possible 50 per eent. of that of the House
of Representatives. It may be interesting
briefly to touch on matters that led to the
establishment of the Commonwealth of
Australia. Those of us who have delved
into Australian history know that men like
Sir Henry Parkes and others were obliged
to recognise that, in certain matters of Aus-
tralia-wide importance, there should be some
lommonwealth or Australia-wide council to
deliberate on the problems involved, inelud-
ing that of defence. It is only natural that
during the course of the years, and while
proposals for the implementation of some
sort of a Federation were being discussed,
the “State Righters,” as they are ealled to-
day, raised strong objections. It s interest-
ing to read the verbatim reports of the pro-
veedings of the conventions held some time
hefore the inauguration of Federation, and
to note that some of those who were in the
forefront of the discussions later held high
and responsible positions under the jurisdie-
tion of the Commonwealth. Indeed, one or
more of them eventually attained to the
position of Prime Minister of Australia.

TUnder the provisions of the Common-
wealth Constitution the States transferred
certain powers to the Commonwealth. In
the earlier years of Federation, when any
guestion came  hefose the High Conrt
for interpretation, it appears that the
tendency was for the High Court to be
rather conservative in its interpretation of
the powers of the Commonwealth. On na
number of cceasions it awarded the decision
to the States. In later years that tendeney
altered. Tn the ease of uniform taxation,
to vite an instanee, the judges of the High
Court ruled that the Commonwealth had
ecomplete power to levy income fax on the
pesple to the extent of 19s. 114. or 20s. in
the £, Some 19 or 20 years ago the Finan-
rial Apreement was entered into hetween the
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States and the Commonwealth, after there
had been a referendum on the question,
That, in conjunction with wniform taxation,
has somewhat altered the financial relation-
ship of the States to the Commonwealth.

In a number of matters of Australia-wide
importance I think the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment should have complete jurisdiction
but, if it is proposed fo inerease the size of
the Commonwealth Parliameni, I submit
that before that is done, and to deal with a
number of other matters affecting the rela-
tionship -between the States and the Com-
monwealth, a convention should be held be-
tween the Commonweslth Government and
represenfatives of various organisations and
interests in the different States, in an endea-
vour to find some definite basis of agree-
ment that wonld tehd to remove the preju-
dice and misunderstanding now obtaining
hetween the Commonwealth and its constitu-
ent parts, The present Commonweslth
Constitution has not been altered as to the
basis of representation over the last 46 years.

I believe that a State like Western Aus-
tralia, which comprises one-third of the Com-
monwealth, should have stronger representa-
tion in that Parliament than it now has.
TUnder the Constitution Western Australia
is entitled to five seats in a House of 75.
Tasmania is entitled to five seats and South
Australia, [ believe, seven, while the bulk of
the seats—about 48 of the 75—by. virtue of
the fact that most of the population is con-
centrated within a 20-mile radius of either
Melhourne or Sydney, represent Vietoria
and New South Wales. Representations
might be made to the Commonwealth with a
view to having a convention to deal with cer-
tnin matters sach as the basis of representa-
tion, an alteration of which is needed so that
a State like Wostern Australia might receive
more liheral treatment. Under the State
Constitution, the North-West, heenuse of its
isolation and pauecity of population, is treat-
el on a far more liberal basis than is the
metropolitan area. I helieve there is room
for an amendment of the Commonwealth
Constitution te provide some modification in
this direction.

Numerous people in all the Siates
claim that there are too many Houses
of Parliament and ton many legislators, T
helieve there is room for considerahle modi-
firnlion of the Constitution of the Senate. T
would not agrec to an increase of the mem-
hership of the Tlouse of Representatives to
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120 while increasing the Senate to 60 mem-
bers. Experience indicates that the fune-
tions of the Senate shonld be revised. The
Senate is constituted of six members from
each of the six States. This was one of the
nndertakings that had to be given to the less
popuious States before they would agree to
enter the Federation. It was supposed to
be a safeguard for the weaker States. But
what has happened over the years? No one
will deny that the Senate is just as much a
party House as is the House of Representa-
tives. The only redeeming feature is that
both the Federal Houses are elected on the
adult franchise.

1 the people of Western Australia are to
continue to have regard for both Houses of
the State Parlhament, there is room for a big
modification of the Legislative Council fran-
chise. Take the Legislative Council of New
South Wales, which. was set up in 1823, and
modified in 1828 and 1842° When sections
separated from New South Wales, first of
all Tasmania, then South Ausiralia and Vie-
toria, 'Western Australia in 1831 or 1832,
and Queensland in 1859, and when forms of
Ciovernment were set up by each of those
independent colonies, the British Govern-
ment practieally imposed a Council with a
very restricted franchise. One cogent rea-
son why New South Wales objgeted to an
election on an adult-franchise basis was that
g0 many people had been transported from
Fngland from 1787 onwards. These penple
wevre called convicts, In the course of time,
thevy were given their freedom, and as the
next pgeneration teached wmanhood and
womanhood, the position changed entirvely.
In the course of years, Legislaiive Assemb-
lies were set up in the six States constituted
of varions numbers, but all elected on the
adult franchise basis.

Tt is remarkable that right through the years
there has been a second Chamber engrafted
on to the Constifutions' of the States with,
in many eases, a restricted franchise. Only
in one State that had a nominee Chamber—
I rvefer to Queensland—has the Legislative
Council been abolished. That oceurred some
25 years ago. Another resson thai was ad-
vanced for having a restricted franchise for
n seeond Chamber was that only people of
ednecation should have the right to vote for
members of a House designed to protect the
rights of individuals and private property.
Tven today, under the Constitution of Vie-
toria, a barrister, minister of religion and
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certain other citizens may exercise a vote for
the Legislative Counecil, while the ordinary
worker has no such right unless he ean com-
ply with other requirements, such as holding
treechold property. In Western Australia,
a man must own resl estate of a value of £50
or pay rent before he is entitled to a vote
for the Legislative Counecil.

The Honorary Minister: Rent to what

amount?

Mr. HEGNEY: About Gs. 9d. or 75. a
week. The fact is important and will bear
repetition that thousands of men and women
in this State have been denied the franchise
for the Upper House, because they did not
happen to own properiy or pay.rent to the
extent I have mentioned, While persons
over the age of 21 may sit as members of
the Legislative Assembly—this applies to a
few of the new members on the Government
side—thay are too young to contest seats for
the Legislative Counecil, for which the age
limit is 30 years,

Under the Commonwealth Constitution,
any person over the age of 21 years may not
onty exercise a vote for either of the Federal
Houses, but may also stand for the Senate
or House of Representatives, Here, how-
ever, o person must be 30 years of age be-
fore being qualified to nominate for a seat in
the Legislative Council, We should appre-
ciate that we are living in times when every
boy and girl has the right of edueation. The
argument about people without education
being denied the vote might have had some
foree a couple of hundred years ago, but
there is little substance in it now. During
the debate, reference was made from the
(Government side to dictatorships, but I sug-
rest that the strongest dictatorship in this
State is the Legislative Council. Over the
years, we have strenuously endeavoured to
remove the Couneil’s right of veto, but in
spite of onr efforts we Lave been unsnccess-
ful. The previous Government intraduced
a Bill to implement the provisions of the
British Parliament Aet of 1911, which had
the effect of abolishing the veto previously
exercised by the House of Lords.

Now, if the House of Lords rejects a Bill
sent to it by the House' of Commons on
three oceasions within two years, the mea-
sure auntomatically becomes law; but our
allegedly democratic Legislative Couneil did
not even pass the second reading of certan
Bills. Consequently, we are deprived of the
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right of legislating for the people of the
State. We endeavoured to intreduce a system
of compulsory voting for the Legislative
Council un the same basis as that obtaining
for the Assembly, That was defeated by thaf
uugust body, another plare. We endeavoured
to pass a Bl providing for adult franchise,
or household franchise, Lor the other (*ham-
ber. That was defeated. It was given short
shrift by members of another place. We also
submitted a proposal by which the people of
the State would he allowed to decide for
themselves whether they were in favour of
widening the franchise, so as to provide that
every person over the age of 21 years should
have the right to vote for the Legislative
Council. Another place refused to pass that
measure. There must be some radical yreform
of another place if the people are to have
any respect for Parliament.

While T am a member of Parliament and
while I continue to be a eitizen of the (om-
monwealth, T shall raise my voice on every
appropriate oceasion in protest against what
I consider to be, in these modern days of
alleged democraey, an anachronistic Cham-
ber which has more power than has the
House of Lords and which can veto, emascu-
late or defeat any measure sent to it by this
Chamber, no matter what the political com-
plexion of the Government may he. Tet us
vonsider some relative fizures when talking
nbout majority rule. 1 speak in round
fisures now. On the Legislative Assembly
rolls we have 290,000 or 300,000 nawmes: on
the Legislative Counecil rolls, 46,000 or
000, T am open to correction, but think
my flowres are approximate. No matter
what legislation is hrought down in this
Chamber, a minority dictatorship, as it were,
can defeat it in another place.

Yesterday, when the member for Mt. Mar-
shall was waving a copy of “The Worker,”
he mentioned that the Government was not
able to do certain things, or introduce cer-
tain reforms, without the approval of an-
other place. That Chamber will eertainly
now and again pass some legislation as a
sop to the mass of the people. That is all it
does. It is afraid to reject every measure,
as it knows the spotlight would he on it
more than otherwise would be the case. It
has refused to budge one inch from its posi-
tion of extreine power over the legislation of
the State.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I do not intend to go into tull details
on the question raised by two pem-
bers whe have spoken on this debate. 1
refer to the nationalisation of banking. The
wember for Mt. Marshall made a c¢rude but
fecble attemipt to link up the Labour Party
in this convection with the Communist Party.
He tried to indicate that any person who
believed there was room for monetary re-
form was in favour of a dictatorship and
allied himself with the Communist Party.
That is entirely wrong. When a member
has to resort to- such arguments it shows
his case is weak. I propose, with your in-
dulgence, Sir, to read a few extracts dealing
with the nationalisation of banking. These
mnay be the means of altering the outlook of
some members on this question, more so
than if one were io express his own view.
I have here a hooklet entitled “The Second
DPlank.” TIneidentally, I presume members
know that nationalisation of banking was
the second plank of the Labour platform,
but it might be the third now. The author
S Vi

In the course of time Man improved upon
the enrreney of his ancestors, and today we
use eoins, notes, cheques, ete., as legal tender.
Cirt vonur mind back, however, to the enrrency
of gneient dayas and picture what' would hap-
pen in a community where several men cleverly
sehemed to sccure control of the prevailing cur-
reney.  Sufipose the currency to be heads. As
more :aud more heads were acquired and with-
Lield by the gehemers and monopolistr, the cur-
reney would become euntracted, its value con-
sequently wonll go up, and the person wanting
legal tender would have to pgive more gools
tham ngnal for it. The sehemers wounld henefif,
anil so long aa they counld eontrol the volume
of curveney in circulation they coull make
gigantie profits without doing any useful work
in the community. What my fictitious cur-
rencv-monopnlists did in ancient days is act-
ually ]ming_c]ml(- by the Assoeinted (['l’i\'ah‘)
DBanks in Australin today.

Those are not my words.
My, Marshall: Whose are they?

Mr. HEGNEY : As a matter of fact, this
pamphlet was written by the Publicity
Officer of the Government, Mr. A. Clement-
son. He continues—

The Dens Deseribed.

Every expert thief has a den; the hig com-
mereinl thieves of toeday conduct banks. There
ix nothing wonderful or mysterious about =
hank: it is merely a trading concern. The
people in it are mot wizards; they arc mncrely
accountantr, assessora or clerks. Banks are
not run in the public iuterest by philanthrop-
ista; they are run by directors for profits in
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the interests of shareliolders. A bank is net a
publie institution, it iy a commercial shambles.
To establish a bank, a ecertain number of
proprietors agree to contribute a  eertain
amount of ready mouney, which is called paid-
up capital. In the gemeral run of things, the
profits soon exceed the total amount of paid-
up capital, consequently as soon ns the bank
is firmly established it iz run not npon the
shareholders” money, but upon the money ex-
tracted from customera in the shape of profits,
or deposited by customers. The whole suceess
of the bank depends upon ‘' deposits of cus-
tomers’’ beeause over and above a certain
margin the money deposited by one set of cus-
tomers is lnaned out te another set. When
you hear of a bank having loaned meney to
a friend of yours, or having contributed to
a Government War Loan, have a good laugh,
please, becanse the money it loans does not
belong to its shareholders, it is either **eredit '?
or belongs to the ““depositing'' euatomers. The
hanker is really a go-between or commission

agent; he receives money from depositors and -

gives them 3 per cent.; he then lends their
money to borrowers at 7 per cent.;—making
a sure profit of 4 per cent. himself. Tn addi-
tion, if the - borrower fails to repay the loan
on time, the banker forecloses on him and
secures hiz property, usually for about half its
value,

The next extract is from an authority on
financial matters.

Mzr. Leslie: Who is the authority?

Mr, HEGNEY: I am not quoting the
menmber for Mt, Marshall. The following
extract is from “Evolution of Banking,” by
Robert H. Howe. It is preliminary to the
chepter which I will read in a moment

When the people themselves supply the eredit
they need for all their present collective activi
tiea without the intervention of bond syndi-
cates and hankers, they will have learned a
most valuable lesson in finance. They c¢an then
go on adding one enterprise aftef another as
faat as the growing intelligence of the voters
demand ., . . With the machinery of eredit
in the hands of the people, no more interest-
bearing honds need be issued, and the burden
of interest would be removed.

Mr. Andrew Clementson goes on to say—

No person ean get a correct view of private
lhanking unless they keep always in mind the
fundamental fact that banks are run by clever
commereial sharks ealled directors, whose ambi-
tion is to obtain profita. Now in the sordid
and mereiless hunt for profits, hanking has
heen brought to a fing art. The directors on
the hoard are usvally eaptaivs of industry;
ench eaptain has a taeit understanding with
his collengues, each board has a taeit under-
standing with other Doards.

I would like the member for Mt. Marshall
partienlarly to take notice of the next few
s lines. They are—
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For the sake of illustration take the direet
ornte of the ‘‘Rookem Bank.’’ One man has
big interests in tobacco, another in sugar,
another in tin mining, another in shipping and
s0 on. A freemasoury exists bitween them:

each endeavours to help ‘the other, If the
sugar  director is  shipping sugar he
does it through hiz  colleague’s  com-

pany snd so on. Later o, if he wants an
advanee for his sugar company for develop-
mental purposes on poor security and at a low
vate of interest, he knows the shipper will
help him to get it; and so with the other
ditectors, each will sooner or later have am
axe to grind, reciprocity is the rule, fimancinl
hack-sepatching the order of the day. Not
only do these directors help each other with
casy loans at preferential rates, but let a com-
petitor of any one of them apply to the bank
for a loan and wateh them all come down with
a thud. President Woodrow Wilson in 19411
sized them vp fairly accurately when he said:
—*“The great monopeoly in this country is the
money monopoly, So long ns that exists our
old variety of freedom and individual energy
of development are out of the question. A
great industrial nation is controlled by its sys-
tem of credit. Our system of credit is con-
centrated, The growth of the nation, there-
fore, and all our activities, are in the hamdls
of a few men who, even if their actions be
honest and intended for the publie interest
(vip-pip, A.C.) are necessarily concentrated
upon the great undertakings in which thejr
own money ig invelved, and who necessarily by
cvery renson of their own limitationa chill and
cheek and destroy genuine cconomic freedom.'’

Those are a few extracts from an authorita-
tive pamphlet dealing with the natiopaliss-
tion of banking, a matter to which the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall referred yesterday. I
do not propose to detain the House as long
as some other members have; but, while I
am on the subject, I have a few more ex-
tracts the reading of which may have the
effect of altering the mind of some persons
who have been influenced by what they have
seen in “The Wost Australian.” When they
have heard these extracts, they may do a
little thinking for themselves and judge the
position on its merits. 1 shall now quote
from the report of & Seleet Committee that
was appointed in Tasmania some few years
ago to inguire into the necessity for mone-
tary reform.. First, I shall quote from the
report of the Southampton Chamber of
Commerce. That is not a Labour organisa.
tion. The Southampton Chamber of Com-
merce among other things had this to say—

The position of an unemployed person is,
indeed, strikingly pnradoxieal. Either he is
without work because we are produring suffi-

cient without his services being required, in
which case he is poor because there i8 an
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abundancee of services and goods available, or
lie is in want because the available wealth is
not sufficient to provide for the satisfaction
of his needs, in which ecase it is difficult to
explain why his serviees are not heing utilised
tn produce more. .

Tt goes on 4o say—

Currency forms only a amall amount of the
total money of a country. The hulk of the
money is ereated by commercial banks. By
granting loans, allowing money to be drawn
on overdraft, and purchasing seeurities, hanks
literally create money.

It later states—

Again, the fact that the autherity for tle
creation of money is thus vested in private in-
atitutions gseems an anomaly, for the ‘‘eredit’’
or ‘‘belief’’ upon which the monetary system
is baged ix inherent in the community.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I thought I heard
the Speaker say “Hear, hear.”

Mr. HEGNEY: Members have all heard
of Sir Denison Miller who was at one time
Governor of the Commonwealth Bank.

Mr. Needham: He was its first Governor.

Mr. HEGNEY: Yes, and he was one of
Australia’s greatest sons. His knowledge of
finance ‘was phenomenal—as a matter of
Tact it would compare with that of the mem-
her for Mt. Marshall! In the report of the
Select Committee which dealt with our mone-
tary system we find this—

According to Press reports of the period, in

1921 a deputation from the Australian unem-
ployed waited wpon Sir Denigon Miller, Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth Bank, owned by the
neople. A member of the deputation put the
following direct question te him:—*‘Tu a re-
eent address in London, Sir Denison, vou stated
that to meet the neeessitics of the war eertain
things had Theen done by you which, before
the war, would not have heen dreamt of. Von
advanced Australia over £350,000 000 for war
purposes, and you stated that, had the war
continued, you would have advanced anothor
£350,000,000.  Are yon now prepared to ad-
vanee Australia  £350,000,000 for preductive
purposes?'’ Sir Denison Miller replied: ¢ Yes,
T shall do my best.’’

Mr. Yates: Did he?

Mr. HEGNEY: I come now to another
nuthority who has been quoted before in this
Chamber, and he is Mr. H. I). MeLeod. I
recommend any members who are interested
in our monetary problems to read his book,
“MeLeod on Banking.” What I am about to
quote iz an extract from that book, and it
appears in the report of the Select Commit-
tee on monetary reform, as follows:—

With ro;;arﬂ to the working of the modern
money system, the questiona may be asked:
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“Where does the money cvome from? Whuse

is it, ond what ig it¥’’

H. D, McLeod, M.A., a harrister who hal
heen seleeted previously hy a Royal Commis-
sion for the Digest of Law to prepare a Digest
on the Law of Bilis of Exchange, Netes, ete.,
published o hook of over 1,400 pages befurr
1897—*The Theory of Credit.”’

Thiz is still quoted as one of the highe«t
authoritiey on the subjeet, On page 607 we
find the following: ¢‘Contrast between the
Common Notions about Banking and the
Reality.’' Having now given an exposition
of the actual facts and mechanism of bank-
ing, it will be as well to contrast the com-
mon notions respecting it and the reality.

T, Tt is commonly supposed that bankers
are dealera in money only; that they
borrow money from one set of persons
and lend it to another set of persoms.

The fact is that 8 banker’s profit eon-
dealers in money; they never lend
money. The sole function of a bank-
er is to ereate and iseue ecredit; and
to buy money and debis by ereating
and issuing other debts in exchange
for them. )

41T, Tt is eommonly supposed that hankers
act only asg agents or intermediaries
between persons who want te lend and
those who want to horrow,

Bankers never act as agents between
persons who want to lend and those
who want to borrow. Bankers huy
money from some persons and rights
of action from others exclusively with
their own credit, or by creating anil
issuing rights of aetion agaiinst them-
selves,

T'ITT. Tt is eommeonly supposed that a bank-
er’s profii consists in the difference
between the interest he pays for the
money he herrows and the interest he
charges for the money he lends.

The fact is that a banker’s profit cou-
siats exelusively in the profit he can
make Dby ereating and issuing credit
in exeess of the apecie he holds in re-
aerve.

'No bank which issues credit only in ex-
change for money ecver did, or by auny pos-
aibility could, make profit. It only hegins
to make profit when it crestes and issues
credit in excess of the credit it creates in
cxehange for money; when it begina to huy
debta payable at a future time, for which it
chatrges a discount; which, according. to Mill,
as we shall presently see, is robbery!

““Angd the whole of a banker's profit con-
gigts in the quantity of debts he can pur-
chase with his own eredit.”’

The implications there are that the control of
eredit should he in the hands of the repre-
sentatives of the people, instead of private
individuals getting the benefit. -Let us turn
to Abraham Lineoln, who was President of
the United States of America. I have read
“The Life of Abraham Lincoln” and it is
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aceepted that he was assassinated becanse he
woke up to the machinations of the monetary
system of his day. He said—

Government possessing the power to create
and issue eurrency and eredit as money, and
enjoying the power to withdraw both cur-
reney and credit from circulation by taxa-
tion und otherwise, need not and should not
horrow eapital at interest as the means of
financing Government work and public enter-
prise. The Government should create, issue,
and eirculate all the currency and ecredit
reeded to satisfy the spending power of the
Government and the buying power of the
consumers. The privilege of ereating and
issping money is not only the sufreme prero-
gative of government, but is the Govern-
ment’s greatest creative opportunity.’’

The Bank of KEngland prospeetus, published
in 1694, contained the following paragraph-—

The bhank shall have benefit of interest
on all moneys which it shall invent out of

nothing,

The Rothschilds were, I think, great psyeho-
logists, and one of them is supposed to have
said this—

L

The few who ean understand the system
will either be so interested in its profits, or
50 dependent on its favours, that there will
ho no opposition from that class, while, on
the other hand, that great hody of people,
mentally incapable of comprehending the
tremendous advantage that eapital derives
from the system, will bear its burden with-
out complaining, and perhaps without even
suspecting that the system is inimieal to
their interests. .

Mr. Reginald McKenna, Chairman, Midland
Bark, London, is reported in the BMelMillan
Report on Banking to have said—

1. I am afraid the ordinary citizen will
not like to be told that the banks can, and
do, create and destroy money.

2. And they who contrel the credit of the
mation direct the poliey of Governments, and
hold in the hollow of their hands the destiny’
of the people.

3. The Bank of England, and nc¢ other
Jower in Heaven ahove or earth beneath, is
the ultimate arbiter of what our supply
of money shall be. The regular expansjon
of money supplies which must be undertaken
if trade is to be active and the price level
stable, has not been permitted.

The President of the American Bankers’
Association, Philip A, Benson, on the 8th
June, 1939, satd—

There is no more direct way to capture
control of a nation than through its credit
system,

Lloyd George, when speaking of the peace
negotiations, said——
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The international bankers swept statestien,
politicians, jurists and journalists all on one
side, and issued their orders with the im-
periousness of abselute monarchs who knew
that there was no appeal from their ruthless
deerecs.

The references 1 am about to make, which
will be the last, indicate that the banking
combine will not issue credit or overdrafts
to all and sundry and, as the member for Mt.
Marshall said yesterday, a man who wants
to horrow money has no option where to go.
Those of us who know the fundamental prin-
ciples of banking, of lending money and of
the accounting system ns it affects finance,
are aware that the associated banks are a
very strong combine. If any organisation is
linked internationally it is that ecomposed of
the banks. Anyone who likes to read what
happened between 1930 and 1933 will learn
that the associated banks of Australia were
nothing more nor less than appendages of
the Bank of England. 1 am going to quote

- from the Australian “Manufacturer” of the

27th Decembey, 1924, ns follows:—

H. E. Pratten haas visited Geelong and said
he was told by a manufacturer of blankets in
that town that this year his’ banker had in-
formed him that he could not be granted n
bank credit with which to purchase wool for
hig factory, but if he would import blankets
from Britain, the bank would finance him for
that purpose.

My, Pratten was an authority on finance and
was a member of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment for many years. Mr. Arthur Kitson, &
British manufacturer, speaking at Caxton
Hall, Westminster Hall, England, on the 19th
June, 1929, said—

The Bank of England is {only) an inter-
national trading company contrelled by
twenty-five directors, eight represent Ameri-
can, and four represent OGerinan interests,
while the Governor, Sir Montague Collett
Norman, is known te be very cosmopolitan,
This super Government of the British Isles is
maintained beeause of the ignorance of the
public, assisted by the Prese, which is con-
trolled by these foreign finaneiers.

I have quoted these extracts because those
directly interested in finance are prome to
misrepresent the positien, I said earlier
that the Commonwealth Parliament had re-
ferred to it, by the States, certain .powers,
in which is included the power to legislate
in regard to banking and insurance. The
Commonwealth Government, which is elected
on a very democratic franchise, will intro-
duee legislation to control the banking sys-
tem. Already interested parties are
preparing to.vilify and castigate that Gov-
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ernment for attempting to implement legis-
lation whieh will be of far-reaching
importance.

[ invite any member of this House to refer
now to the Federal parliamentary debates
whirh took place when the Commonwealth
Bank Act of 1911 was being disenssed. It
will he found that the same stock arguments
u~ed then are being used today by many
prople who do not like to let go the hald
they have on the nation. I have the morval
cournge to stand here and say that the Com-
monweelth Government ean act to the advan-
tage of Anstralia if it has the right, under
its Conxtitution, to legislate as I have indi-
cated. I issue a friendly invitation to the
representatives of the farming community to
express their opinion as to what would have
happened if a referendum had been held in
1%30-31 and the following years when the
prices of wheat and wool were not what they
are today, so as to ascertain whether the
primary producers would then have agreed
to a system of nationalised banking. Indeed
they would have! Control of the monetary
system, eurrency and eredit, with all that
that implies, should essentially be reposed in
the Commonwealth, just as it is regarded as
necessary that the Navy, Army and Air Force
should also be controlled federally.

Wkhen the 40-hour week was proposed, as
well as many other reforms, we saw the same
thing happen. “Do not change that,”” “The
time is not ripe,” “Leave matters alone for
a few years.” Right down the centuries
these have been the stock lines of argument
advanced when those desiring any change
whatever have advanced their suggestions.
All 1T ean say is—the dogs bark, but the
caravan moves on. So it will be with regard
to this particular measure of reform, just as
it has heen' with many others. I have no
doubt that in a few years’ time when the
nationalisation of banking has become an
avcomplished faet, those who now range them-
selvey behind the Associated Banks and the
financial interests of the country will assert
that the Commonwesalth took a very wise step
when it introduced, and suecessfully carried
through, legislation to nationalise the hank-
ing and monetary system of Ausiralia, For
the patient hearing I have been accorded, 1
wish to thank each and every member of the
(‘hamber.

MR. LEAHY (Hannans) [5.32]: I extend
to you, Mr. Speaker, my hearty congratula-
tiony on your elevation to the high and hon-

v
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ourahle position you now hold. Knowing
Mr. Speaker as I do, T feel every confideace
in his ability to carry out the respnnsible
duties associated with his high office. Al-
though 1 can express pleasure at his eleva-
tion to his present post, my feelings are
somewhat tinged with regret when 1 realise
that I at leasl will be deprived of the plea-
ure of listening to his very original, always
interesting and at times homorous addresses
from the floor of the House.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. LEAHY: To the Chairman of Com-
mittees I also offer my hearty congratulations.
Knowing bow attentively he has carried out
hig parliamentary duties since he entered
this Chamber, I feel sure he will have no dif-
fleulty whatever in administering the tasks
assoeiated with his position. I followed very
closely the various speeches so far delivered
during the course of the Address-in-reply
debate, and particularly to those made by
the new members. I congratulate each and
evvery one of them on their respective efforis.
For & moment T desire to pay a little atten-
tion to the speech of one hon. member who
interested me very much. I refer to the ad-
dress delivered by the member for Aven. T
thonght that in his very short, instruetive and
advisory speech, we had something that had
not been previously attempted by any new
member since I have been associated with
this House. In the first place, he paid a
very fine tribute to his predecessor, the op-
ponent he defeated at the last general elec-
tion. I consider that was indeed a nice
xesture,

In the course of his very wise remarks,
ihe hon. member went on to refer te the
possibility of little tales being told during
an election fight that might not be completely
true. I admire him very much for what he
said in that respect. He told us that his
fimt election fight had been conducted very
cleanly and honourably, and he expressed the
hope that, however short or long his mem-
bership of the parliamentary institution
might be, he would continue to fight cleanly
and honourably, irrespective of whether he
was successful or otherwise. Then he dealt
with what may be deseribed as the elastic
possibilities ahead of one elected on a politi-
eal platform. He inferred that when engag-
ing in a political fight one might be excused
at times if one drifted somewhat apart from
the exact truth. He almost advised the
present Government to play the game! He
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went a little forther and referred to mem-
bers ot the Oppesition as not bad sorts and,
in faet, s rather decent fellows.

Whuat impressed me most—I eannot
say it in his  inimitable manner—was
the passave in which he said@ that in
the whirlpoel of politics the pood sank
lo the Dbottum and the dross rome to
the surfaee, [ assume he was not speak-
ing individually, but from the governmental
point of view. [ sunggest to the Govern-
ment that the bandsome stripling from Avon,
because of his very fascinating personality,
his winsome smile, and the fine fatherly ad-
vice he gave to the House, might be appoint-
ed spiritual adviser to the Administration se
that, by virtue of the splendid thoughts he i
able to express, he might be suecessfnl in
wooing Ministers back {o the path of
righteousness.

Mr, Cornell: If they make it worth while,
T might take the joh on.

Mr, LEAHY : I strongly make that recom-
mendation to the Government. While throw-
ing bouquets about, T dlso have a few re-
marks to make regarding the eloquent, dra-
matie oration by the member for Middle
Swan. 8o vividly did that hon. member
speak and so delicately did he paint the
picture of the suffering of a poor unfortunate
family selected out of the whole of those
residing in his electorate, that I had only
to close my eyes and T was back in the
old Theatre Royal in Bourke-street, Mel-
bourne, listening to dear old Bland Holt
in one of his melodramas. So vividly
and dramatically did he depiet the suf-
ferings of those poor people, accompany-
ing his vemarks by the finest physieal
exhibition ever witnessed in the Chamber
sinte T have been a member, that T ecould
detect fears welling info the eyes of those
hardened old members ocenpying the benches
opposite. Particularly was that the effect
upon the wsnally sparkling and smiling eves
of the Minister for Transport. Not only
was that something unique in a speech from
a new member, but he went further and gave
ns a rvemarkable display of eourage. He
even had the temerity to draw the fire of the
battle-searred old veteran of hundreds of
fichts—politieal, indunstrial and otherwise—
in the person of the member for Leederville,
Even thongh that hon. member may be hard-
ened in the politieal arena, he was able to
treat our neweomer very kindly. All I ean

130

suy is that possibly he is preserving his big
runs for some future occasion.

I have still another bouquet to present
and this time it is to the Government. 1
congratnlate the present Ministers upon
their access to office. In doing so I may say
that, in my opinion, they are very fortun-
ately placed in that they have merely to sue-
ceed in earrying ount the comprehensive

.lecislative programme laid down hy their

predecessors, the Labour Government, and
they will have no oeccasion to worry,
Although the present Ministers have travel-
led the country extensively and made some-
what lavish promises, I sinecerely hope that
they will be ahle to earry out the underfak-
ings they have given. If they are successful
in that direction, I shall be the first on this
side of the House to congratulate them,

It has been said—possibly with some justice,
but to my deep regret—that somewhat doubt-
ful tacties were adopted during the recent
general election. Doubtful pamphlets and
posters and unveliable speeches bordering
on untruthfulness were allegedly used by
members sitting today on the Government
side of the House, as well as by their sup-
porters. I regret very much happenings of
that deseription becsuse I have always been
of the opinion that a certain smount of
dignity was associated with Parliament, par-
tieularly with the Parliament of this State,
as well as with members of Parliament them-
selves. I deeply regret that that digmity
should have been dragged down into the
gutter by any party. I care not who the
member might be or what party might be
concerned ; T regret that such tacties should
be resorted to. I believe that there is, or
should he, a eode of hanour in parliamentary
life that should be preserved.

I would be indeed sorry to know that the
kindly, friendly feelings—political and pri-
vate—that bave existed in this Chamber
dJuring my membership had been interfered
with, During the war we fought unitedly
in the interests of the nation, in the interests
of the people themselves and in the interests
of the Old Country—and we fought sueeess-
fully. Dauring _those troublesome years,
which T suppose was the most serious period
in the history not only of Australia but of
the world, the Lahour Government, ably as-
sisted and supported by other Governments
stood four square to the enemy and every-
one who posed as the enemy or us a
supporter of the enemy and said, “You
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have gone so far but you shall go no
further.” Led by the wisdom of the heads
of the Labour Government and supported
by every citizen in the Commonwealth, today
we can at least say we are a free people. We
can say we have survived the greatest ordeal
in the history of the world, Leading people
of other nations are aware from their obser-
vations just what did happen during the
war, and at the conelusion of the war they
paid a high tribute to the Labour Govern-
ments of the Commonwealth and of the
State of Western Australia.

I join with other members in tendering
my regret that the portfolio of Minister for
Mines is not held by s member of this
Chamber. In saying that I do not in any
way reflect upon the character or ability of
the present holder of the office. This is the
Chamber where legislation is framed and
discussed and the very important portfolio
of Minister for Mines should be held in this
Chamber, and the Minister should be here
{0 hear what is said by members represent-
ing Goldfields constituencies. I suppose re-
grets are in vain and it 1s not mueh use talk-
ing about it now. I hope, however, the
Minister will carry on to. the best of his
ability for I can assute him he will have a
full-time job in attending to affairs asso-
vinted with mines.

I should like to say a few words with re-
gard to aluminium therapy in the trestment
of eases of silicosis. I have spoken on this
matter at some length previously but since I
did so very little has been done. The Com-
monwealth Government sent Dr.
from Broken Hill to Canada to confer with
people who have for many years been experi-
menting with this treatment. He returned
to Australia but I thought that the whole
thing was very coldly received. I do not
think the matter received the attention it de-
served, Neither do I believe that Dr. George
was the right man to send and I do not eare
who was responsible for sending him.
Broken Hill is not up to our standard in
dealing with silicosis. 'We are miles ahead
of it. Jt was wrong fo send a man from
there; we should have had a man sent from
Western Australia, We have people here
who have studied the progress of silicosis
on the Eastern Goldfields, and we have mem-
hers of the mobile laboratory which travels
the length and breadth of the mining dis-
tricts. One of those men should have heen
sent.

Gleorge ~
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The Broken Hill mines have not the
problems that we have. The ventilation
problems there are not comparable with
those found on the Golden Mile. My honest
opinion, after getting advice from all parts

.and reeceiving personal advice from the Me-

Intyres’ in Canada, is that some good must
come from the application of the aluminium
treatment. The miners on the Golden Mile

" are beginning to be fed up with the whole

business. They say, “We do not know what
will be done, for no-one seems to be getting

anywhere.” Are we going to allow the health
of the men to decline and to become worse
and worse? Are we going to do nothing?

It is an igsult to these men that something
has not been done all this time. Many in-
vestigations have been made and I am per-
fectly confident that if the treatment does no
good it will certainly do mo harm. I am
also confident- that it will prevent silieosis if
nsed in time. Even afier silicosis has taken
charge of the victim I believe there is*a
great possibility of the aluminium treatment
arresting the dreaded T.B. I am confident
of that as a result’ of intensive reading and
of information received from all sources. I
say it is the duty of the Minister for Mines
to do his bést to bave that aluminium ireat-
ment installed on the Golden Mile and lo
try it ount there.

T understand that part of the delay is due
to the pecessity for msing a partienlar kind
of aluminium dust. I agree with McIntyres’
Research Authorities on that point. It
wonld not be right for every eouniry

to use its own particular aluminium
dust. I nunderstand this is a point
on which there is a hold-up. Not

much information can be obtained from
Canada concerning it. We have been only
lukewarm in our endeavours to seeure in-
formation from Canada. I hope the Chief
Seeretary will convey my observations with
regard to aluminium therapy to the Minis-
ter concerned.

Mneh has been said about the price of
gold. T feel guite lost because I think that
everything has been said that could be said.
Whatever may be the price of gold the
Prime Minister has definitely decided that
there will be no gold bonus. He did say
there was a possibility of abolishing the
Commonwealth gold tax, which amounts to
somewhere about £3400,000. I weat to
know what the representative of the Cham-
ber of Mines had in mind when he said the
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price of gold should be raised. It must be
remembered that the people who are manag-
ing the big mines in Western Australia ure
not the mineowners. They are merely man-
agers placed there by the owners to pay the
highest dividends possible. For all the mil-
lions that have been paid out in dividends
from the Golden Mile alone, what have we?
The Chamber of Mines and the sharcholders
themselves have not had the common de-
cency to establish, equip and maintain a
miners' hospital. In almost every other
part of the world such a thing is invariably
done. It appears to me that most of the
money paid in dividends has gone to share-
holders oversea, and all that we shall have
in the finish is a hole in the ground.

I may be excused for expressing myself in
this way. After 43 years of mining in this
State, under all circumstances and condi-
tions, I seriously doubt whether gold is
worth the saerifice, the suffering and the loss
of life it has occasioned. One could travel
from Peak Hill to Norseman and would be
shocked to find the number of young men up
to 23 years of age who have perhaps for two
years suffered the most intense agony imagi-
nable. I hope it never falls to the lot of
members of this Chamber to-witness the sui-
fering of those who have heen stricken with
silicosi«,. The average man has not the
slightest conception of the suffering asso-
elated with that dreaded complaint. I have
had {riends who have heen dying for nine
months and during that period they could
not lie down or recline, and sleep was out of
the (nestion. Is there any industry in the
world worth all that physieal suffering?
Notwithstanding all that mineowners will
not even establish a hospital for them.
Marvellons progress has, of course, been
made in connection with conditions apper-
taining to mining in this State. That has
been brought about through the hard, honest
hattle pat up by inspeetors, by the Govern-
ment and by seme mineowners.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: By the unions.

Mr. LEAHY: Compared with 12 or 14
vears ago there has been a marked improve-
ment, but there is plenty of room for more
to be done. We have achieved a good deal
but silicosis still goes on. T appeal to every
member of the House to ask himself whether
it is reslly any use carrying on with the
system of examination that we have today.
A man may want employment on a mine.
He then goes through the laboratory snd
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mey work on a mine for a few years. Every
two years he must go up for examination.
At the end of four years it may be found
that he shows signs of suffering from early
silicozsis. We ther simply say, “We will
issue a warning to you, old chap, to leave
the mine in the interests of your health.”
The man may bave a wife and three or four
children to keep and he may be employed on
the Golden Mile or some other part of the
Fields. He has been driven into the mining
industry and what ean he do but carry on?

The whole system is wrong. There is only
one thing to do and the fime has long gone
by when it should have been done in the
interests of such men. Immediately a miner
is found as a result of the laboratory exami-
nation, be it mobile or the head laboratory,
to be suffering in any way from silicosis in
the early stages, he shonld be taken from the
industry in his own interests and in the in-
terests of his family and of the country,
and placed in some healthy oecupation. The
extent of the disability from which he is
found to be suffering should then be assess-
ed and he ghould rreceive compensabion
acecordingly. 1 appeal to the Minister for
Mines through his representative here to see
whether he cannot slter this system. It has
prevailed far too long. T ean see no end to
it. Why, darn it all, we are leaving men at
worly till they die!

A man waits until he gets an advanced
silicosis ticket—and that is a ticket for the
graveyard—and then he can work if he

* wighes. That is not right and it should not

he allowed to continue. If it is permitfted to
go on in a country such as ours it is time
the goldmining indusiry went to the wall.
Quite a number of people are interested in
prospecting and prospectors are recovering
a fair amoupt.of gold. T believe it would
be in the interests of the industry generally
if the rate to legitimate prospectors was in-
creaged. I do not mean the Hannan-street
prospectors or people who walk around the
pepper trees, bub men with extensive experi-
enee of prospecting who are under the guid-
ance of some officer of the Mines Depart-
ment. If we were to increase the amount paid
to men like that we would be doing some-
thing in the interests of the industry.

The question of the operation of the State
Batteries is a very contentious one and pros-
pectors comflain very bitterly about their
treatment, think the prinecipal bone of
contention is the delay in payment for sands.
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- 1 am sure that could be overcome. I do not
see why the department should hang on lo
the gold in the sands belonging to the pro-
spectors. I believe the men should he paid
promptly. A lot has been said, too, about
the possibility of establishing treatment
plants for sulphide ore. I do not know that
I am too keen about that. T helieve the de-
partment should be perfectly satisfied that
sufficient sulphide ore will be obtainable for
treatment before installing a plant. We
hear a lot of small people talking about the
treatment of sulphide ore, but before any-
thing is done it is necessary to insure that
there will be some permanency and that
material will be available for the plant to
treat.

I think I have mentioned before—but it
will not do any harm to repeat it for the
information of the Minister representing
the Minister for Mines—that when a pro-
specting party locates gold and develops it
to a certain extent, and possibly it is fairly
low grade, a plant such as a portable com-
pressor, with a pneumatic drili and a winch
should be supplied to it. I believe that will
be the practice of the Mines Department in
the future if it is possible. Today a mobile
boring plant is in operation and it ean he
transferred at a moment’s notice wherever
desired. That plant will bore to over 100 ft.,
and provides a very quick way of proving
ground. The Mines Department has purehas-
ed five of these plants, which have been dis-
tributed throughout the State at a rental of
£1 a weck. That is reascnable enough for
anyone, and- those -drills eannot be manufae-
tured fast enough. People are enquiring for
them all over the place.

I wish to thank the Minister sincerely for
promising that the Government will proceed
as soon as possible with improvements to the
abattoirs at Kalgoorlie. .T am very pleased
indeed to know that the Government intends
to undertake that work now the material is
available. T am not going to give the Gov-
ernment all the kndos, however, becanse we
have been working on this for a very long
{ime. It has been a hardy annual with mec
but unfortunately 1 have pot been able to
“get places” becanse material was not pro-
eurable; but now I believe it is available and
electrie current has been carried to the plant
and the badly needed improvments should
be undertaken as quickly as possible. The
people of the Eastern Goldfields are very tol-
erant. They do not howl just for the sake of

[ASSEMBLY.]

.

howling, but they have been howling to me
about the abattoirs as long as I ean re-
member. They do not complain publiely and
dre prepared to aecept reasonable excuses.
Now that materials are obtainable, the Gold-
fields people should be given the benefit of
an up-to-date system of keeping meal. 1
think that the Honorary Minister, Mr. Woed,
visited the abattoirs recently and said he waos
astounded at their condition. I hope that the
Government will proceed with improvements
as soon as possible.

People in the Eastern Goldfields and the
Goldfields generally— and in fact people in
all outhack centres—are very proud of their
children and are at all times anxious”to see
an improvement in the educational faeilities
provided for them. There are many schools
in my econstituency, but I do not think auny
of them is up to standard. At North Kal-
goariie classes have been held in hatrooms,
on cement floors—and during winter, too—
in parish halls and elsewhere. From there
right down to South Boulder conditions have
deteriorated far too much. I know there
has been a difficulty in obtaining materials,
but according to the Government snpervisor,
they can be made available and labour which
was very searee op the Eastern Goldfields can
now be secured. There is a little outhack
centre called Lakewood. 1t is a very im-
portant little village, being the administrative
headquarters of the Goldfields Firewood
Supply Co. which has kept the goldfields
mines going for a great many years. The
children there ean be educated only to the
ith standard.

Every parent likes to see his ehild reeeiv-
ing higher education. To obtain this ebildren
have to travel away from Lakewood. Beforve
they ean claim a travelling allowance or a
board allowance, children seeking a higher
education away from their home centres bave
to travel a distance of five miles. Three or
four months ago 1 received a letter from a
man at Lakewood who wanted to send his
little girl to St. Joseph’s Convent at Boulder
and he asked me whether the child would be
entitled to a board allowanee. I rang up the
department and had many conversations but
never seemed to get anywhere; so I wrote
and after four months this is the gem I re-
ceived in reply from a department of which
I win very proud. The letter is dated the
8th August, 1947, is addressed to me and
reads:—

With reference to your memo on the sabject
of the refusal of the department to grant the
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boarding allowance to Patricia Sexton of
Lakewood, I have to inform you that the dis-
tance from Mr. Sexton’s home to the St.
Joseph’s Convent, Boulder, has been measured
by the district inspeetor. As it is slightly
less than 4.9 miles, she is not entitied to the
allowance.

I wonder what he measured the distance with.
I wonder whether he got a qualified surveyor
to put his tape over it. Action of that sort
is an insult. I suppose the distance was
measured with some old Government bus, but
I never saw two speedometers that agreed.
This reply that I received is an insult to
people who are doing & very valuable work.
The road board has spent a lot of money
trying to keep them contented and this is
the sort of reply I receive from the depart-
ment after a lapse of four months. The
letter is here for anybody to see.

I am sorry the Minister 1s not in his place
but I spoke to him about it. T ask whether
these people who are batfling in the outhack
arc receiving a fair go. Had the man said,
“T will send the child to the Goldfietds High
School or the convent in Kalgoorlie, or the
Sehool of Mines, the 176 yards that prevented
this child from receiving an allowance would
have vanished. But it is possible to reach
this particular convent by various routes. I
presume this inspector must have secured the
help of a surveyor from a mine and asked
him to put a tape over the distance; other-
wise it is too exact to be believed. I am
rather peeved about this—and I am pretty
hard to peeve as a rule. But I repeat, this
is an insult to the people 1 represent.

There is another thing I regret, and

that is that the workers are nmot
represented  on the Roya! Commission
which is inquiring inte workers’ com-
pensation. I do not know why that is. I

cannot for the life of me believe that any
Minister or Government would fail to say
to the workers, “We would like one of your
representatives on this Commission which
is enquiring into a matter about which you
are vitally concerned.” It would have been
only courtesy to extend that imyitation.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. LEARY: I will not long delay the
House.

Mr. Reyoolds: We like to hear you!

Mr. LEAHY: I feel that I must refer to
a couple of matters that have come to my
notice. One concerns the Minister for Water
Supply. T am referring to a very indus-
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trious and hard-working section of the people
on the Goldfields, the market gardeners.
Goldfields members know very well the
struggle these people have had in that dry
area. The soil is excellent, but it requires
water. I do not think I need fesr contra-
diction when T say that when these people
went on the land they worked—men, women
and children—almost day and night to pro-
duce the very fine vegetables that are so
badly needed by the hospitals and the people

on the Goldfields. Some time ago—TI think it

was ahout three years ago—the market gar-
deners approached me as to the possibility
of having a larger main installed to supply
them with sufficient water to enable them to
grow more vegetables. I did all I could at
the time but, as members know, during that
peried it was impossible to get waterpipes
and, even had they been obtainable, there
was no labour available to instal them. I
approached the then Minister, and be did his
best, with the result that we got a few pipes.
I cannot now recall the number, or the
amount of ground they would cover, but
they were not sufficient.

I again approached the Minister and asked
whether, in the interests of the people of the
Eastern Goldfields, the job could be com-
pleted. The department advised me that it
would not be good policy to commence the
installation of the main unless it could be
completed. 1 am led to believe that pipes
can now be made available and, even though
they may be secondhand, they will be better
than nothing.  The urgent need for this
pipeline is created by the fact that the old
line is so corroded that it will not supply
suflicient water to serve the areas already
under erop, I might mention that the
gardeners wish to extead those areas and I
am hopeful that the Minister will now go
into this matter and do all he can for the
people coneerned,

The Minister for Works: Was vour appli-
cation made to this Government or its pre-
decessor?

Mr. LEAHY: T thought I had explained
that it was made three years ago. I know
the material was not then available, nor was
there the labour to do the work. I appeal
to the Minister to do whatever is possible in
this matter. These market gardeners are fine
people and are doing an excellent job. It is
well known how much fresh vegetables mean
to the people in Kalgoorlie &nd other Gold-
fields districts,
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I must now mention the speedy train from
Kalgoorlie to Perth, which takes 17 hours,
and somelimes 27 hours, to complete the
journey. T wish the Minister concerned
would make inquiries as to whether it is
possible to run a Saturday night train from
Kalgoorlie to Perth, and to have the express

leave Kalgoorlie a little later so that people-

might have tea before boarding it. They
would then need only hreakfast on the train
and would have all night, which is the ideal
time for travelling in this State, in either
winter or summer, in which to make the
journey. It would cut out a lot of expense
and would perhaps reduce the running time
of the train.. The train covers 380 miles in
17 hours, during which it pulls np at so
many sidings as to make one wonder what is
happening. The reason for some of those
stoppages is a mystery to me, but they do
occur. Perhaps many of them could be cut
aut, which would provide a better service and
reduce the renning time.

During the Christmas period, the poor un-
fortunate miner and his family—some mem-
hers might say that he is not poor—may
dlesire in go to the coast for a holiday. I admit
that he earns good money, but he is entitled
to carn and spend it, as his life is so limited,
and during the period of good health that he
enjoys he should have everything he can get.
In summer the people hnve to queue up to
heok, no matter whether they are in good
heslth 1 pot—both young and old-—and
pessilly when they arrive at the booking
office it i« only fo find that the train is booked
ont. That is an old ¢ustem, but it should
be vut out ax it does not measure up to
modern tunes. It moy have been all right
1f:4 years ngo, but it shonld not apply now.

I, humbly suggest to the Minister for Rail-
ways that an office be opened in the centre
of Kalgoorlie, and another in the centire of
Boulder, so that people in their leisure
moments—they do not have much leisure
there—ecan walk up to book and, if disap-
pointed, return the following day and per-
haps obtain a booking. I suggest to the
Minister that during the eoming period of hot
weather, when miners and their families wish
to travel to Perth for recreation, officers and
aceommodation be made available for the
purpose I have mentioned. I hope the
Minister will investigate the position.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
17.401: Mr. Speaker, the credit or blame for
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the speech I am about to make will rest al-
most entirely with the member for Mt
Marshall. Had he not made the brisk speech
that he delivered last night, I think it highly
probhable that I would not have spoken at all
in this debate. His speech had many remark-
able and not a few strange features in it.
He could well he deseribed as one eapable of
talking for hours without stopping even once
to think, but I do not propose to describe
him in that way.

The Minister for Lands:
bave said it

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: 1 was consid-
erably surprised that he should have at-
tempted a justification of at least one of the
wilfully and completelv untrue election ad-
verlisements that was authorised Jast March
over his natne,

Mr. Leslie: T thought T had nailed that un-
truth of yours last night.

Hon, A. R. G. ITAWKE: That advertise-
ment stated, not in effect but absolutely, that
there were no materials, no houses, no edu-
cation, no transport, no hospitals, no enter-
prise and no ideas in this State or in the
Labour Government that was in office in
Western Australia at that time. The untrae
nature of each of those declarations is so
obvious and actually so stupid as to make it
unnecessary to argue the point about them.
I think several members on the Government
side of the House interpreted incorrectly the
motives that moved members of the previous
Government, during the debate on the Supply
Bill, to condemn strongly the more extreme
part of the propaganda used by the Liberal
and C.D.I. Parties during the last eleetion
campaign. Our condemnation did net arise
in any degree from a feeling of disappoint-
ment or resentment at having been defeated
at the election.

As s matter of fact I did not, in my speech
on the Supply Bill, say, or even suggest,
that propaganda of that kind during the
election eampaign had influenced even one
vote; and no-one, of course, can measure or
attempt to measure with any degree of accur-
acy just what influence that type of election
propaganda might have on any elector. 1t
might have influenced some against the Gov-
ernment of the day, but nobody ean say with
certainty. . Our purpose was to try to estab-
lish a belief in the minds of Parliamentary
members and those people outside associated
with Parliamentary organisatiops that clee-

Although you
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tion propaganda should be kept on a reas-
onably high planc.

Mr. Leslie: Like the constant reiteration of
the Mitchell-Latham Government being re-
sponsible for the depression.

Hon. A. BR. G. HAWKE: It is pleasing
to hear the member for Mt, Marshall get-
ting exetted so early. Any member who
thinks deeply about the matter should realise
that, if this is persisted in, there can be
only one result in the future. It is not to
the credit of the member for Mt. Marshall
that he was the only one on the Government
side that sought to justify an advertisement
of the type I am now diseussing.

Mvr. Leslie: Facts prove that it was right.

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: I think that the
Attorney (eneral, for instance, realised that
this type of propaganda is undesirable and
unfair, and should not be used by any Party
here or elsewhere,

Mr. Leslie: T do not think he said that.

Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: T did not say
that he said it. I said I thought he realised
it. The only reply the Attorney General was
able to make—and I think we all agree he
would be capable of making a better reply
than would the member for Mt Marshall—
was to produce an election advertizement
published during the last Commonwealth
election campaign by the Australian Labour
Party. He was not able to produce any
leaflet or advertisement issued by the Labour
Party in this State during the recent State
election campaign. The action of the
Attorney General, in producing the Com-
monwealth election pamphlet, proved abso-
Iutely the feature of the whole thing with
which we were eoncerned during the debate
en the Supply Bill and with whick T am
concerned at this moment.

T most earnestly hope that we in Western
Australia will never see political standards
established on a level as low as that which
operates in at least some of the Eastern
States. I believe it has been the proud
claim of political leaders and of Parties in
this State in the years gone by that our
standards in Parliament and outside were
considerably ahove the general -standards
operating in the polities of Eastern Aus-
tralia. Political standards in the Bastern
States have fallen from time to time becanse
one Party or the other at an election pro-
duced electioncering propaganda of a most
unfair and disereditable type. We can all
feel very superior in matters of this sort;
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we can all flatter ourselves that, even if the
other fellow does kick us in the stomach, so
to specak, or hit us from behind, we will still
adhere faithfully to the Marquis of Queens-
herry rules. T suggest to any member who
is inelined to think in a superior way along
those lines that it often happens in human
relationships that, when one man is struck
unfairly or savagely, a very strong tendency
develops within him o use the same type of
warfare against his attacker. In essence, T
think that is an explanation of why politi-
cal standards in Eastern Australin are not
as good as they were in this State prior to
the recent State election,

If the Parties opposed to the Labour
Party in this State feel that, in conncetion
with State elections in future, it should be -
a case of boots-and-all in, a case of say
anything and do anything, no matter
whether it is true, mo matter how
disereditable it may be, no matter how
much it might mislead the poblie de-
liherately as to the position, it will be most
unfortunate, because I feel that the re-
action wonld be that all Parties would
probably adopt the same methods, The in-
evitabie result of such a development would
he to drag down the political standards of
this State to what they are probably in New
South Wales, 8o I hope very earnestly
that eovery member who has misinterpreted
the reason for the protest we made on the
Supply Bill will realise that it was made in
an endeavour to ensure that, in future elec-
tions in this State, the best possible effort
will be exerted by all leaders and by those
in control of and assncisted with Party
propaganda to ensure that we keep within
reasonable limits of politieal warfare, I
trust that this suggzestion will receive the
careful consideration of everybody who was
concerned in the recent election and every-
body who might be concerned in future elee-
tions in this State.

Those who \have studied politieal organis-
ing work over the years will know without
my telling them that the boots-and-all-in
method of eleetioneering always favours the
Opposition. That is easily understandable,
too, hecause no matter how good a Govern-
ment might be, no matter how ecapable it
might be, and no,matter how much benefieial
work it might have achieved for may sections
of the community, there are always people
who will be dissatisficd. And they need not
necessarily he dissatisfied with justification



446

hecause, with the passing of the years, many
people and somg proups of people have
come to expect from Governments ever so
mueh more than they are justly entitled to
receive. So I say it is much easier for an
Opposition to reap profit politieally from
indulging in methods of the sort I have
heen describing and methods of the sert re-
presented by the advertisement I have
mentioned tonight and some of those re-

ferred to during the debate on the Supply
Bill.

Whilst saying a few words ahout some
of the statements by the member for Mt.
Marshall, T wish to add something about
things said by some other members. If it
provides any relief to the new members, 1
propose to say nothing at all about any-
thing any of them said. I would say, how-
»ever, to the memher for Trwin-Moore, and
not in any fatherly or superior way, either,
that he should strive for accuraey and re-
liahility to the limit possible. I am not
sngpesting that any one of us, no matter
how much he may strive for complete ae-
curncy, will ever achieve it. There is al-
ways the possibility of mistake, the possi-
bility of miscalenlation, the possibility that
we have not seen the complete picture or be-
come aware of all the faets. When T was
previously a private member, T was in-
clined to jump to eonclusions® with only
half the faets in my possession, and T say,
in the hope that all memhers will take
notice of it in their dealings with Ministers,
that very often anly Ministers are in pos-
wession of the complete faets and that it is
not always possible for them to make.all
the facts known.

The member for Irwin-Moore made
more than one mis-statement; two of them
I propose to refer to briefly, One was that
the failure of the Labour Government to
do its job properly and effectively was
proyven beyond any shadow of doubt by the
action of the ex-Premier in taking a deputa-
tion to the new Premier on North-West

"matiers soon after the election, The hon.
member led us to helieve that the member
for Gascoyne and members of the deputa-
tion made & number of requests to the new
Government to do certain things in  the
North-West, and the suggestion was that
the member for Gascoyne and his Govern-
ment, if they had not been asleep or in a
state of unconsciousness during the years
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they were in office; could have done those
things themselves. If the facts were as
stated, the elaim of the member for Irwin-
Moore would have been well based. The
truth is that the deputation requested the
new (Government to carry on with the work
commenced by the Labour Governmentsand
with the policy it had developed for the
North-West, .

The other statement, which was not one
bit aecurate and not one scrap fair and
with which I am sure no Minister woulé
agree, was to the effect that the Labour
Opposition had never ceased trying to em-
harrass the new Government from the very
hour it took office. I am sure that the
Opposition has not done this in any degree.
We have naturally eriticised on occasions,
whieh is not only the privilege but is also
the bounden duty of the Opposition to the
people of the State. If Ministers would
take us into their confidenee—I am not ask-
ing them to do so—

Mr. Leslie: T have heard this stuff before.

Hon, A. H. Panton:
again.
Mr. Leslie: When the position is reversed.

Hon, A. R. G, HAWKE: If Ministers
would take us into their eonfidence, they
would probably tell us that most of their
embarrassment up to date has been due
to their own snpporters—JF am not suggest-
ing their supporters in this House.

The Minister for Works: [t might be
eorrect to say that it does not come from

You will hear it

. either side.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If the Minister
for Works is prepared to support my view
that the Government has not been embar-
rassed to an extent worth talking about, up
to date, that is a complete answer to tbe
charge made against the Opposition some
davs ago by the member for Irwin-Moore.
I am prepared ito accept the assurance of
the Minister for Works ahsolutely and with
considerable pleasure.

The Minister for Works: You will not
go too far!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEE: I will go no
further, but will leave that subject entirely
alone from now on. The member for Al-
bany romanced in his wusual delightful
fashion in the course of the speech which
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he made in this debate. I think he feels.
that some of us on this side of the House
have him sef Yor some reason or other.

Mr. Hill: Oh, no!
Hon. A, H. Panton: We love him.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: He thinks we
do not like him, whergas the truth is that
we like him very much. We greatly admire
his persistency, even though at times it
did become 2 nuisance to us, as Ministers.
I am sure it has alveady begome a nuisance
at times to some of the new Ministers.

The Minister for Works: Are you going
to be the spokesman for the Government
this time?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The member
for Albany songht to create the impression
in this House, and, through the newspapers,
to the publie—especiatly the public in his
own electorate—that when I was Minister
for Worke and struggling with proposals
for the greater development of the Albany
Harbour, which the Duchess of Gloueester
has, through the member for Albany, told
us should be developed—

Mr, May: He sat side by side with her.

Hon, A. R. G HAWKE: He thought I
was confused and muddled and did not
know what the actual proposals and plans
were. Fov instance, he said I had explained
to the people of Albany that the praposal
consisted of four stages; whereas, in fact,
in his opinion it was divided into only three
stages.  The reply to thai was provided
by the Minister for Works today in his
answer to a question which I put on the
notice paper. The answer was that the first

of the three stages is divided into two see-

tions, Section A and Seetion B.

Mr, Hill: Why did not the measurements
yvon mentioned correspond with the measure-
ments on the plans?

Hon. A..R. G, HAWKE: The seeond
point whieh the hon. member raised was that
T had said to the people, when explaining
these plans, that 4,990 feef of berthage
scecommodution was provided for, whereas
he considered that the berthage was much
Jess. The answer given by the Minister to-
day proves that my fignre was not far from
accurate.

The Minister for Works: It proved that
both were wrong.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I was wrong
by 5 feet and the member for Albany by
1,555.

Mr. Hill: T will reply to you later.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: The member
for Albany cannot do it in this debate, not
with the Speaker we have in charge of the
House at present. Another point was that,
despite the fact that it had been promised
that the engineers of the department would
visit Albany to- discuss the proposals with
the local organisations, the promise has not
been kept. It was my privilege a few days
ago to inspect the file, which was made
available to me by the Minister. Anyone
who earves to study it will see that clear-eut
arrangements were made early this year for
the Dircetor of Works (Mr. Dumas) and
the Engineer for Harbours and Rivers (Mr,
J. 8. Young) to visit Albany, I think on
the 21st February.

My. Hill: March, _
Hon A. R. . HAWEKE: They were to
have had a conference with representatives

of the Albany Municipality, the Albany
Road Board, the Albany Chamber of Com-

- meree and the Albany Branch of the ALP.

The Minister, in reply to one of my ques-
tions today, informed the House that the
visit had not been made. 1 am not aware
of the reason, why.

Mr. Hill: You were Minister at the time.

Hon, A. R, G. HAWEKE: I was. I have
already said that I have examined the file,

- which proves thal clear-cut arrangements

were made by me for the two departmental
engineers 1 mentioned fo visit Albany
on the 21st March of thic year. I have no
idea whatever why they did not go. If the
member for Albany will study the file, he
will find letters and even telegrams dealing
with the matter. Hotel accommodation was
booked. Some reason must have arigen
why those highly-placed engineers did not
visit Albany on the date in question. The
hon. member says I was Minister at the
time. I was and was not. An election was
held on the 15th March and by the 21st
March it had been made very clear that »
change of Government had been decided on.

The Minister for Works: You were stil}
carrying on your departmental duties at
that time, were you not?
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Hon A. R. G. HAWKE: I was indeed.
T think the present Minister for Works will
know that no Minister, no matter how active
he may be, can follow up every detail of
every matter denlt with in his department.

The Minister for Education: I hope you
will admit that in the future.

The Minister for Wworks: We have scored
something from your speech,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The member

for Albany complained that the plans pre--

pared by the department for the extension
of the harbour did not originally provide
for wome voad that might be regarded as
heing necrssary for better transport. That
road was te have been construeted between
the town and the wharves. I suggest that
that is not the kind of thing which is re-
garded as being important when original
plans are being prepared for an under-
taking such as this. Such things come later
and are then decided. However, his main
vomplaint was that I had sent some informa-
tion te the Albany branch of the ALP.
to the effect that a road of the nature re-
quired would undoubtedly be provided when
the time came for it to be used. His com-
plaint was that the letter had not been sent
to the Municipal Couneil or to the member
for Albany. As the matter had been brought
under my mnotice by the Albany Branch of
the A.L.P., obviously the letter in reply had
to by sent to that organisation.

The member for Vietorin Park is a very
aminble fellow, a very friendly ¢hap, who
hax developed in the City Council and in
other places.  In his speech he took con-
siderable exception to the fact that I had,
during my remarks on the Supply Bill, con-
demned some election propaganda issued by
the then Opposition during the last election
campaign. e was righteously indignant
thei the member for Nertham should have
dared to condemn any propaganda when,
in faet, the same member for Northani, as
Minister for Works, during the last election
campaign had seut a personal lefter to the
eleetors in Vietoria Park on the subject of
the new. Causeway. Everything contained
in that eircnlar letter was trne and accurate
beyond any successful question. In effect
it claimed that the member for Victoria
Park had in no way, at any time, ever
approached me personally or in writing to
stress the need for the building of a new
Causeway over the Swan River.
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If the hon, member is able to stretch his
imagination so much as to eompare that eir-
cular letter of mine with some of the ad-
vertisements that have heen referred to in
this House during the past few weeks, all
I can say is that I admire very deeply the
elastic nature of his imagination. He did
tell us during the progress of this debate
that he had referred to the need for the new
(auseway in speeches which he made from
tine to time in this House. Here, again, I
might presume to offer some advice to the
new memhers on both sides of the Hbuse.
If new members content themselves with only
making speeches in this House on advecacy
of the things which they think ought to be
done in their districts, they will finish at the
end of this Parliament without having had
anything at all done in their districts.

Mr. Yates: T agree.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: The most et-
fective way of getting things done in mem-
hers' distriets—

My, Read: Ts to arouse publie opinjon,

Hon. A. H. Panton: You would have a
job.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The only ef-
fective way is to rouse the appropriate de-
partmental olficers and get inte conversa-
tion with the appropriate Ministers as ofien
as it is possible to do so.

Mr, Rodoredn: The member for Alhany
is an example of that,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I know =zome
members—and some ex-members—who used
to advocate the needs of their districts in
Parliament frequently and at great length;
hut they did not give nearly enough time,
or make nearly enough effort, to ad-
vocate their districis’ needs to the
Minister and the dppropriate depart-
menta] officers, So the fact that the
member for Vietoria Park in gome of his
infrequent speeches in this Chamber re-
ferred to the need for building a new Cause-
way did not in the slightest degree influence
the Government or those concerned in the
decision to proeceed with that undertaking.

1 wish to discuss briefly—I hope it will be
briefly—the criticism leveiled against the
Labour Governments from 1933 to 1947. A
few speakers on the Government side of the
House—and only a few—eclaimed that these
Labour Governmenta during that period had
done very little, had achieved very little,
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and for the most part had been incompetent,
even lazy, and consequently, and rightly,
suffered defeat at the hands of the people
in March last. T thiok the defcat has been
magnified, The state of the Parties in the
House at the present time proves heyond
even the argumentative or talkative powers
of the member for Mt. Marshall that the
decision of the people was not very de-
cisive,

Mr. Leslie: It was deeisive enough, though,

Hon. A, R. G. HAWEKE: It was not over-
whelmting.

The Minister for Works: Was that e¢laim-
edd by anyone?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The position to-
day is that there are 23 Labour members,
and the (Government Parties have 24 mem-
bers on the floor of the House, —

The Minister for Kducation: We have 25,

Hon. A, R. G, HAWKE: — with one
who would be & supporter on oceasions ex-
copt for the faet that he is in the impartial
position of Speaker of the House,

The Minister for Eduveation : That does not
leave 23.

Tlon. A. H. Panton: He did not say it
did. He said, 24.

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: I have always
had a great admiration for the Acting Pre-
mier, and I still have, but I am beginning
1o suspeet that his hearing is fading slightly.

The Ministey for Works: His point is
that 23 less one is not 23.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is worth some-
thing to have a mate like you in the Honse!

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. A, R. Q. HAWKE: I think the
sooner the Treasurer returns to Western
Australin the better it will be for the Gov-
crnment because, firstly, the Aecting Pre-
mic¢r and, secondly, the Minister for Works
seem to be gotting horribly mixed up ns to
what was said and as to how different cal-
culations should be worked out; so much so
that they eommenced a moment ago to have
an argument amongst themselves, There-
fore, as I have said, the decision of the
people was certainly not emphatie. It was
cifective inasmuch as it left the previous
Government with insufficient supporters to
enable it to continue as the Government of
the State. I want, as quickly as possible,
to trace the periods during which Labour
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Governments operated in Western Australia
from 1933 to 1947, I think every member
will agree that conditions in this State in
1933 were tough. !

Mr. Leslie: Following the Mitehell-Latham
Government, of course.

Hon, A. R, G. HAWKE: If the member
for Mt. Marshall cares to say that—and I
know he has to say something every minute
or two—he is ynite entitled to make the re-
mark. I am not concerned at this stage with
trying to allacate any blame or endeavour-
ing to devine the causes which brought these
conditions into existence,

Mr. Leslie: They served you in good stead
fhr 14 years.

Hon. A. B. G. HAWKE: We all know
that the trade depression which commeneed
aboul 1929 or early 1930 was world-wide
and was brought into existence mainly by
causes entirely outside the control of any
State Government in Australia, or that of
even the Commonwealth Government. How-
ever, this is not the occasion to o into a
discussion of that tragic matter, although
if, later in the session, there is a debate- -
and I hope there will be—on the Common-
wealth  Government’s present proposals to
nationalise the banking system of this
country, we will be provided with an
appropriate opportunity to diseuss these
matters in detail. T say again that no memn-
ber could possibly deny that conditions in
this State in 1933 were extremely tough.
They were tough for almost every section
of the community, and especially so for the
unemployed and those employed part-time,
and for farmers, businessmen generally and,
perhaps, for other groups as well. The
task put upon the shoulders of the Staie
Government to grapple with these diffieulties

and problems was most acute,

I think any unbinssed observer, who knew
the conditions of those years and the pro-
gress made from 1933 onwards, could not but
admit that the Labour Gtovernment of ths
time did a fairly good job under extremely
difficult conditions. As a matter of faet,
I would go so far as to say that the man
in Aunstralia who played the biggest pari
in laying the foundations for Australia’s
recovery from the depression was the then
Premier of Western Australia, Philip Col-
lier—TI might explain that in more detail
an some other occosion—because of hisx
constant advocacy at Premiers’ Conferences



450 .
and Loan Couneil meetings that there should
be brought about in Australia a reversal of
the fingncial policy which had been followed
within the Commonwealth during the pre-
vious three, four or five years. His pleading
won through finally, and we saw the reversal
of monetary policy, as T am sare Mr.
Speaker would support if lie were able to be
on the floor of this House and take some
part in this debate. When the policy of
monetary reflation as agaiust the depression
policy” of monetary deflation commenced to
operate within the Commonwealth, ¢6h-
ditions generally, for every section of the
community, began to improve.

As the volume of purchasing power within
the community was greatly expanded by
putting more public works into operation,
by paying more wages, ny gradually revivify-
ing industries which the depression had com-
pelled to close down completely, or in large
part, there began that movement towards re-
covery that was so vitally necessary in Aus-
tralia at the time. I know there were other
factors. Some such were operating oversea
which, in their world-wide sweep, assisted
Australin, Especially was that so in the
matter of gradually increasing the prices
for primary products which we exported
in large volume to other countries. So, from
1933 to 1939 the Labour Governments of
this State grappled econscientiously, solidly
and without stint, so far as the personal
strivings of individual Ministers were con-
cerned, to raise the standard of living of
the people of this State; to lift them as
far as possible out of the misery whieh had
been forced upon them by that trade de-
pression. -

And I do ask, in all fairness, that every
member of this House willl take his mind
back to that period. T ask especially that
(iovernment members, inclined to take up
the cry about ‘‘fourteen years of Labour
rule in this State, with nothing aceomplish-
ed,”” will cast their minds back to those
years, as I am sure there is no member in
this House, no matfer how young he may
be, who does not remember—I hope it is not
necessary for him to make any effort to
remember—the dreadful conditions under
which groups of people in this State lived
during that time. By 1939 conditions in
Western Australis were fairly good, having
improved vastly in comparison with what
ohtained in the worst years of the depres-
sion. T do not suggest that .all the eredit
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for that achievement belonged to the State’
Governments of the period or to the Com-
monwealth Government, because we know
that this and the other States of Australia
are affected to a considerable: extent by
world policy—the policies carried out in
other countries of the world.

In 1939 the war came and the Labour
Government of this ‘State rightly or
wrongly—I do nat think there is any doubt
that what it did was done rightly—pledged
the total resources of the State to the Com-
monwealth Government for the prosecution
of the war to the fullest degree possible.
Everybody at that time was 100 per cent.
in support of that attitnde and poliey.
Every man and woman in this State and in
Australin—exeept perhaps a fifth columnist
here or there, if there were any in this
State—was 100 per cent. behind that poliey.
As the war progressed, and particularly
after Japan came into the war, the people
of this State were, if possible, even more
strongly in favour of the policy of the
State Government in giving up the man-
power and preduction resources of Western
Australiz to the war effort. That poliey
was continued during the whole period of
the war which, I think, finally concluded in
August or September, 1945, ’

It is extremely easy for selfish people in
a community to be wholly in favour of a
war effort while the war is on, and while
perhaps their own existence is threatened,
and then to become vocal, immediafely the
war is over, for this, that and everything
else to be done, I feel that with the pass-
ing of the years in Australis there has been
an all too great tendency on the part of
many people to expeet tae many things and
too mueh from (Governments. On that ae-
count it is a great pity that the people of
this State, a few months ago, were led to
believe that the effects of the war on the
ceonomy of the State had not been serious
in their post-war application and had by
then, at all events, almost completely dis-
appeared. It was unfortunate, because it
led too many people to believe that they
were entitled to expect the Government of
this State—no matter what might be its
Party complexion—to provide with little or
no delay all the things that they needed,
and perhaps’even most of the things that
they wanted, That was unfortunate, not
because of any political results that it
brought ahout at the election, but becanse
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of the influence that it had on the minds of
so many of our people. .

I have no patience with the man or
woman who seeks to discount or depreciate
the terribly dislocating and destructive ef-
fects of war on any country that has been
involved in it—more especially in & medern
war. I put it to members that no nation,
in these modern times, ean be involved in a
world war for five or six years without suf-
fering destructive effects and dislocation
that will affect it detrimentally for many
vears after the last shot has heen fired.

Mr. Leslie: It is remarkable that none
of our Commonwealth high planners visual-
ised this period. Read their reports!

My. SPEAKER: Oxder!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: When I am not
in the most serious frame of mind I do not
object to being interrupted by the mewnber
for Mt. Marshall, but at this stage I prefer
not to take notice of him, and I do not say
that offensively.

Mr. Leslie: T did not intend to be offen-
sive, but it Is an mmportant aspect.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The time has
arrived in Australia when all members, ir-
respeetive of Party, should try to impress
upon the people the seriousness of the ef-
feets that the last war had on our country.
Any man who thinks or says that onec a
war is over it is ended and everything
should return to normality almost over-
night, is a shallow-minded thinker, if he
thinks at all. The destruective and dislocat-
ing effects of war will be with vs for ai
least another three wvears and, in several
respects that T could mention, for 13, 20,
3 or even 100 years. T think that publie
men, especially, should seize every oppor-
tunity of eduncating the people to realise
the tragie nature of war, what it does, and
how it penalises men, women and children,
not only during the war but for many years
after it has ended.

If we discount the destruetive and dislo-
cating effects of war during the war or
even only in the postwar period, we do not
hold np war to the public in the dreadful
eolours in which it should be held p. We
have heard all sorts of ideas ana theories
for the prevention of future wars, but, in
my opinion, there is only one real possibility
of preventing wars, and that is to do it
through the processes of human thinking, to
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do it by education, from perhaps the eradle
to the grave. I am sure that if war could
be shown to the people of all conntries of
the world in its stark nakedness during the
fime it is raging—many people, of course,
have experienced that—and in addition its.
destructive and dislocating effects after the
war is over and even many years after, '
this sort of thing could be taught in the
schools, taught from politieal platforms,
taught over the radio and preached from the
pulpits, we would be making a really valu-
able step towards the goal of trying to pre-
vent war in future.

Whethey the stage will ever be reached in
human affairs when the people in every
country will be cducated to the futility of
war is something about which nobody ean be
certain. I know that we might he able to
educate the people of one country to the
vight level, but that would not do unless we
could edueate the people of every country to
the same level, and this is' a tremendous
problem that faces public men all aver the
world. It is probably the greatest prablem
with whieh mankind has heen faced or ever
will be faced.

Any member who sericusly eonsiders the
housing problem in this State will know that
it will take a considerable time before thal
problem is completely solved. T feel sure
that the Ministers of the new Government
can put nothing more into the eoffort in that
regard than Ministers of the previous Govern-
ment did. In saying that, I may be paving
Ministers of the present Government a very
great eompliment. The limiting factor in
regard to the building of houses, as in re-
gard to the building of schools, hospitals and
public  buildings generally, is physical.
Many people, soon after the war ended, de-
veloped the foolish idea that physieal limita-
tions in Australia eould be overcome by
bringing to this country hundreds of
thousands, perhaps millions, of men from
other countries of the world. T must admil
that I never had the slightest degree of faith
in that theory. The world wages war on the
most destructive hasis for six years. Almost
every country worth mentioning is in the
war. Large numhers of men enter into the
fighling serviges of every country and large
numbers of civilians in the countries where
war strikes are either killed or disabled.

.How millions of men could be killed off for

six years and, at the end of the killing orgv,
hundreds of thousands or milliens of men
conld be obtained fromm war countries and
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brought to Australia was beyond my com-
prehension when the idea was put forward
and has been ever sinee.

Countries fhat were engaged in the
war and actually struck by the war, such as
the countries of Europe, including Great
Britain, need every man they ean lay their
hands o for their own reconstruction. So
I repeat that the limiting facfor in this
State is a physical one. It is the same in
every other State and in almost every other
country, and will be, in my opinion, for at
least five years to come. Therefore I feel
that any one who misleads the people into
believing that existing problems e¢an be over-
come quickly either does not know what he
is talking about or is misleading them
in p manner that is wicked and discreditable.

I believe that members of this Government
will grapple -conscientionsly with every
problem that it is the responsibility of Gov-
ernments to grapple with. I believe that
every Minister will give of the best that is
within him, and, if the Honorary Minister
were taking an inferest in what I am saying,
1 wonld also add that every woman in the
Ministry would give of the best that is in
ber in trying to grapple successfully with
the problems confronting us.

If this Government is able to achieve con-
siderably more suceess than the previous
Governmert did in the most difficult fields
of endeavour, then it will deserve to be con-
gratulated. Time, of course, is on its side,
and 1 think every Minister will probably
agree with that. However, the faet that
time is on its side is no guarantee that the
passing of time will make those problems
easier. The strain and aunxiety of war did
strange things to the minds of a great many
men and women even in Australia, which was
not struek by the war. Tens of thousands of
men and women in this country during the
years of war lived under great strain, stress
and anxiety, and this was one of the dis-
locating and destruetive effects that the war
had npon our people. And it did not finish
when the war ended. The minds of many
of those men and women are still suffering
the effects of stress and strain.

We know that, for about two years after
the close of the war, there were, in Eastern
Australia, many industrial troubles. Some
of them no doubt were instigated by the
friends of tbe member for Mt. Marshall, the
Communists; but many of them I sugpgest
might have been cauvsed by the fact that
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workers had during the war period given
much more, mentally and physically, than
they were capable of giving, As a result,
when the war ended they were impatient,
easily upset, easily disturbed. Consequently,
we did see, unfortunately, an outburst of
industrial unrest in eastern Australia for
all too long a period after the war ended.
I cannot say how long that post-war men-
tal anxiety in the minds of men and women
might eontinue to exist.

Mr, Leslie: I wish you wounld get the
econotnists to realise that and to prepare
their plans accordingly. -

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: No-pne can tell
how long it might exist. No-one e¢an fore-
tell when it might canse industrial unrest or
other trouble. As I said earlier, time is on
the side of the Government; it would he
on the side of any Government in office
now. There is no guarantee, however, that
the pasgsing of time alone will make the
solving of these problems casier, I hope it
does, because I do not wish the Ministers
of the present Government to undergo the
stress and strain, the worry, the burden of
work and the responsibility which Minis-
ters of Labour Governments had to undergo
during the 14 years immediately prior to
the 1st April of this vear. The member for
Wagin looks a bit worried, but I am nat
going to refer to what he said, as I think
new members are entitled 'to every con-
sideration,

Mr. Yates: Do not worry! We can take
it!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I know., I
have not the slightest doubt on that point.
As o matter of faet, if it is any satisfac-
tion to the member for Canning, T can say
to him that I greatly admired his speech.

Hon. A. . Panton: Hear, hear}

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: [ admired the
spirit hehind the speech as much as the
speech itself.

Hon. A, H. Panton: Do not make him
hlush.

Hon. A. R, G HAWKE: He did not, as
some memhers on the Government side did,
expresg entire satisfaction with the wsrk of
the Government, He did say some of the
Ministers had been wandering about his
electorate. He dealt with the urgent needs
of his electorate and with the undertakings
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which lie und his arty had given fo the
electors in March last. He said with some
determination—] am sure he was earnest
about it—that the new Government would
have to deliver the poods, or something to
that effect. I consider he is quite justified
in taking that stand. I do nof think it was
a threat and I am sare that Ministers under-
stood the gpirit which moved the hon., mem-
ber to say that he felt absolutely bound to
live up, as far as he could, to the under-
takings he gave to his clectors during the
eléction enmpaign.

The only other member ahout whom I was
inclined to say something is the member for
Geraldton. He made a speech the other day
in this Chamber, and, as far as T know, no-
one has seen him since. In my opivion,
he is not a new member and therefore is
not entitled to come under the assnrance
which T gave earlier.

Hon, A. H. Panton:
offender.

Ilon, A. R. G. HAWKE: He is an old
member, a4 very wily one, a most un-

reliable one, a desperate kind of iu-
dividual politieally.

He is an old

Hon. A. H. Panton: You woke up the
Honorary Minister!

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: T understand
the majority opinion in anotheér ploce is
that their gain in losing the member for
{ieraldton has been the Assembly’s loss, In
his speech the member for Geraldton con-
demned the action of the Government, with
which I was associated some 10 or 11
vears ago, in appointing Alwyn Schroeder
at that time as Special Magistrate of the
Children's Court. When the member for
Geraldton wag qoestioned by way of inter-
jeetion ahout this matter, it was clesr that
in his opinion the person who should have
been appointed was the then Secretary of
the  Child Welfare Department, Mr.
Meecham, Knowing the member for Ger-
aldton very well, T can imagine what hap-
pened when the Government decided to ap-
point Mr, Schroeder. No douht, as seon as
possible the member for Geraldton got into
touch with Mr. Meecham, sympathising with
him, telling him that he was the ideal man
to be Special Magistrate of the Children's

Court, that he should have heen appointed.

and that the Government had done a ter-
vible thing, a brutal thing, in overlooking
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the Secretary of the Child Welfare De-
partment by appointing Mr. Schroeder,

I do not desire to say anything in this
House about Mr. Meecham. Tt would not
be fair to him; it weuld be most undesir-
able in every way, but I do say that that
is the method of the member for Geraldton
in matters of this deseription. He told the
House about a deputation which waited
upon me some years ago and advocated the
re-establishment of a psychologieal elinie in
this State to deal with children—or some
of them, at any rate—brought before the
Children’s Court. I gave that matter much
consideration and did a lot of research in
connection with it—a lot of reading. The
(iovernment discussed the matter in due
course and we deeided that the-deputa-
tion’s request eould not be granted. This
psvchological business is a weird business.
In certain respects it has developed into a
racket in some places, espeeially when the
psychologist is one in theory only. It is
remarkable how many of these groups de-
velop a jargon of their own., I am sure
the member for Mt. Marshall will agree
with me on this point, if on nothing else,
that during the time both of us have heen
members of this House the same remark
could be applied to economists and to many
planners.

Mr. Leslie: By jingo, they have a jargon!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: When members
of Parliament, or even Ministers, or the
man in the street—if the man in the sireet
ever has occasion to do so—go to these
persons, they metaphorically blind him with
science. They throw this jargon at one in
great heaps, and when one is able to get
in a word edgewise, they quickly again set
this jargon going and sooncr or later one
has to give up in absolute despair, feeling
that these persons are theorists almost en-
tirely.

Mr, Leslie:
munity.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: With not much
eommonsense and with ljttle or no prac-
tieal ahility.

And dangerous to the com-

Mr. Leslie: Jingoes! Those are my senti-
ments exactly.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: I had an idea
that if T kept talking long encugh I would
eonvert the hon, member on some point
or other! I suggest to the present Govern-
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ment that if it is considering the matter
of re-establishing the psychological clinie
it should be very careful, extremely care-
ful, regarding -the personnel which it
chooses to staff that clinic. Otherwise it
might easily lead itself into a tragedy
which would be bad enough in all eonsci-
ence bul might, at the same time, lead
many of the children of this State into a
much greater tragedy. T suppose my opinion
might be regarded as being prejudiced; but
I would say that the present magistrate of
the Children’s Court, Mr. Schroeder, is a
practical psychologist of very great value.
I am not sure what psychology is, though
I,think T have heard you, Sir, discussing
the matter in this House at different times.
I do not know what it is. ®

Mr. Leslie: Does anybody?

. Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: T doubt it.

The Honorary Minister: They know
everything and understand nothing.

Hon. A. H. Panton: She has awakened
at last!

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: I am not sure
whether the Honorary Minister is  con-
seious—

The Honorary Minister: I am conseious!

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: —or in a dream.

Hon. A. H. Panton: T hope she is not in °

a nightmare!

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: T did not hear
what she said, so I eannot refer to it.

The Honorary Minister: T said they know
evervthing and understand neothing.

Hon. A. R, 3. HAWKE: I understand
the Honorary Minister is not very keen
nbout these psychologists either! My view
about dealing with human beings—and this
applies to grown-ups as well as children—
is that eommonsense is the best bhasis upon
which to judge.

The Honorary Minister: I agree.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: Commonsense
is the hest foundation upon which to work.
For my part I would much sconer take the
opinion of the average man in the street—

The Honorary Minister: Or woman.

Hon, A, R. G. HAWKE: — and perhaps
even more the opinion of the average woman
in the street, about the trestment that should
he applied to childven who might need some
attention, some eorreetion, than I would take
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the opinion of 100 of many of those people
who parade as psychologists, I feel sure
there are in the present Government encugh
members with sufficient commonsense not to
be rushed into this business of appointing
people who parade as psychologists, no mat-
ter how mueh pressurc the member for
Geraldton might put upon the Government.

I hope that when the Government is
choosing the person who is to replace Mr.
Schroeder as special magistrate of the Child-
ren's Court, it will give mueh thought to the
matter. I am sure it will. I hope it will
not appoint a lawyer uniess he is appointed
for qualities other than his legal knowledge
and training. If the person appointed in
due course is chosen becnuse of his know-
ledge of the law, and his legal training, I
am afraid of the results that will acerue. I
have no objection to a legal man provided
he has great (ualities of commonsense and
human understanding. If such a lawver 1s
availale in this State, he is entitled to eon-
sideration in regard to the appointment
cqual fo that which should be given to cvery
man and woman in this community whose
training, knowledge, commonsense and
human understanding would entitle him or
her to consideration for appointment.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [9.1]: I
had hoped this debate would terminate with-
out my having to make a eontribution to it.
I was certain the member for Pilbara would
touch-upon Narth-West topies, but he got
on to more controversial matter, It would
be something of a record if thig debate were
allowed to take place without the North-
West being mentioned at all! I also hoped
that T would not have to take part in the
debate particularly as I had to follow the
previous speaker. The contrast is too
noticeable at such close range. There is a
phrase used a lot Iately in the Press, which
speaks about “talks on the Ministerial
level”” I have some idea of what that means
now, and T could not hope to deliver any
sort of speech on the Ministerial level or
cven on the ex-Ministerial level. But some
referonce has to he made to the problems
with which the North-West is struggling.

Before T got on to that topie, T regret
having to mention the remarks made hy the
member for Trwin-Moore in conneetion with
the deputation to which reference was made
by the membher for Northam. T had no
knowledee that that member would foueh
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on the subject and I regret having to do so,
because I listened with very keen attention
to the splendid effort of the member for
Irwin-Moore. I am afraid, however, that he
was unwarranted in the conelusion to which
ke jumped when he heard about that deputa-
tion, He said something of this nature. I
took it down, and if these are not his exact
wonds, what [ shall read conveys the sense
of what he said. This is it:

If we want proof of what has not happened
in the past it can be found in the faects sur-
rounding a deputation taken by the Leader
of the Opposition to the Premier shortly after
hie took office. That amounts to an admission
of the failure of the previous Government to
do what was required,

The member for Northam dealt very briefly
with that. T desire to elaborate a little, I
can assure the member for Irwin-Moore that
no new request of any deseription was made
to the Premier in relation to matiers affect-
ing the North-West, The deputation was not
introduced to the Premier of our own voli*
tion, The Leader of the Opposition was re-
quested by the North-West Advancement
Association to take a deputation of North-
West members to the Premicr to find out
what the Government’s attitnde would be in
vegard to matters that had already been
. initinted or were in train at the time the Pre-
micr and the present Government took office.
We qmeived the usual reply that most depu-
tations pet, that we would be advised later
as to the Government’s policy. We were
told that the Government had not then had
time to find its feet properly and we would
have to possess our souls in patience.

One result, however, has already acerued
from that deputation. We impressed npogn
the Premier the necessity of obtaining a copy
of the report of a very high taxation official
who was sent to the North-West to make an
investigation into the hardships there and
to see whether a remission of taxation would
have the effect of inducing people to go there.
This officer was appointed owing to rTepre-
sentations made by the ex Labour Premier,
during his term, of office, to the Prime Min-
ister. It took a considerable amount of
time and argument to bring about this in-
vestigation, Eventunally, Mr. Dundas, a taxa-
tion officer, made the survey required—and he
has made similar surveys in other parts of
Australin—and his report is of vital concern
to the North-West and to the Government
of the State, |

*+ probably recommended a
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Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It is not unfair to
say that the Premier was not aware of the
report, and did not even know who Mr. Dun-
das was.

Mr. RODOREDA : That is so. The pre-

"sent Premier had no knowledge of the posi-

tion. This deputation pointed out the
extreme importance of obtaining a copy of
that report which had been in the Prime Min-
ister’'s hands for a few weeks—we do not
know just how long., I was pleased to see in
“The West Australian” of n few days ago
that the Prime Minister had grudgingly
agreed to make a copy of it available to
tho Government of this State on condition

‘that the details were not mentioned or dis-

cussed in Parliament. The Prime Minister
said it was a very gloomy report. We had
an idea that it would be something of that
nature, becanse we had all met Mr. Dundas
and discussed the position with bim. ] ean
ascribe a reason why the Prime Minister does
not want it discussed in this House. 1
would say it is because Mr. Dundas has
considerable de-
duction from income, for taxation purposes,
of evervone resident in that country. We
gathered that was the position from informal
diseussions we had with Mr. Dundas.

The Government of this State has now at
least something definite to go on in that re-
gard, and I would urge it to keep the pressure
on the Commonwealth Government to imple-
ment the report of its own taxation official
in connection with remission of taxation in
the North-West. This is a vital matter. T
am satisfied that in no other way will we
get people to go into that part of the State
to help in its development., I might be
aceused of parish pump tactics, and I plead
guilty, The North-West is an enormous
parish; it is probably more than half the
area of this State, and even to attempt to
solve its problems will require all the in-
gennity of this Parlinment. If we fall down
on our joh, we will not hold the North-West
very long. It is vital to this State and to
Australia in the matter of defence, and this
Government should do everything possible
to assist in its development. The object of
the North-West Adyancement League, and
of evervone in the North, is to secure an
exemption from taxzation of at least £500.
After knowing the North for 25 or 30 vears
and sceing every other method tried, in an
endeavour to get people there and industries
cstablished, I am certain that if this pro-
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position fails then no-one will have anything
. more to suggest.

The great problems facing that part of our
State just now are lack of labour and lack
of transport—principally sea transport.
Members representing southern constitnencies
know how diffienlt it iz for them to get
labour, and they can readily imagine how
much more difficult the position is in the
North country where there are not the
amenities that men have a right to expect
nowadays. If this inducement of taxation
remission were held out and men knew that
by going there for 18 months or two years
they would, with the wages prevailing—
which would be practically free of taxation—
at least he able to come with plenty of money
to a more equable climate for a holiday,
then T have no doubt they would go there.
We have in this State men who like the life
in the North, and if it were financially
possible for them to remain there they would
glory in i, But it is fnaneially impossible
under present conditions tor a married man
to go there and leave his wife and family in
the town; and he could not take them North
heeause there is nowhere for them to live,
The same thing applics to the companies
that might he willing to invest eapital there.

This treedom from taxation would he an
inducement for men fo give their capital a
chance in the industries of that part of the
State, such as the fishing industry, the pearl-
ing indastry the turtle industry and the
sharl-tishing industry, to name a few. Also,
the mining possibilitivs there have seareely
heen scratehed. It this Covernment will only
keepr going in the way that the Labour Gov-
vernment alid, in regard fo the North-West,
and try in implement the plans and blue
prints already in existence to induee popula-
tion there, it will be doing no small thing
for the people of this State and Australia
as a whole, | do not want to go into details
in regard to other matters at this stage as
1 wilt have a better opportunity when the
Estimetes are before the House.

T know the "Acting Premier is desirous
of speaking tonight in veply to the dehate,
s0 I will take up no more of the time of the
House other than' to say that I have no in-
tention of intruding inté the controversial
matter of cleetorn] progaganda, or anything
of that naure. The Government has heen in
oftice for too short a period for me to ex-
pect anything from it yet. But it has made
very glowing promises to the electors, and
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if it falls down on those promises, and I
Liope it will not but I am afraid it inevitably
will, T will not be so forbearing thiy time
12 months henee.

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. B
Watts—Katanning) [9.15]: Mr. Speaker,
I was always under the impression that
the Labour Party objected to monopolies,
but I have listened, singe the debate com-
menced, to a great number of homilies—
I can give them no other name than that—
which have been directed towards establish-
ing the desivability of 2 monopoly of
Labour Government in Western Australia,
and theretore T ean unly suggest either that
the Labour Party’s objection to monopolies
which has l:een voiced in my presence in this
House on a score or more oceasions, is not
sineere, or alternatively, that when the loss
of the monapoly is a loss to one’s own pocket
the injury inflicted ix so serve as to cause
one to lose sight of one’s principles. Beyond
that there seems to have been little in this
debate, so far os members on the Opposi-
tion side are concerned, with one or two
notable exceptions, about which I will eay
something hefore T sit Wown.

We have heard a great deal about pro-
mises. One would imagine, on this aspeet,
that the political parties opposed to Lab-
our in this State had another monopoly,
to wit a monepoly of making promises at
election time. May T also suggest that that
is a completely erroneons statement or helief,
the orvor of which can bhe clearly substanti-
ated by the ¢vents of the last 10 or 15 years.
T sny. without the slighest fear of suceess-
ful contradiction, that the morale—if that
is the correet word—of the people of this
State has heen maintained during a great
part of that period by promises made by the
iovernment ot the day, which obviously
was not a Government with which 1 was as-
soeiated. For years we have had promises
of all sorts of things. We have been told
and made almost to believe that things
which it was guite obvious could not be
accomplished for a decnde were of the
order of tomorrow morning.

I have heard a former Minister for
Works, not the one sitting oposite to me
tonight, addressing a road board econfer-
ence, ahout six years ago, and informing it
of the wonderful schemes that the Govern-
ment was going to produce., That sort of
thing was done until there arose in this
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State, unquestionably, a belief that immedi-
ately the war ended there would be a trans-
formation. The absence of that transforma.
tion, I Delicve, was one of the principal
reasons why the electors of this State
chose to end the desirable monopoly—de,
sirable in the eyes of members opposite,
the then Labour Government of Western
Australia. It was not because the people
were misled by the present Government to
such a great extent, but because they had
been misled by its political opponents to
a grievous extent over a period of not less
than 10 years.

I have here some notes taken from a re-
port of a speech made by Mr, Willeoek,
the then member for Geraldton, while con-
dueting the Labour Party’s eampaign in
1943. That speech was, broadly speaking,
a series ol promises, nore of which have
been sueeeasinlly brought into effect up to
the present time. T am not snggesting that
all of them could, by any means, have been
earried into effect, but T do suggest that if
promise-making is a serious offenee, serious
enough to have been the subject of some-
thing like 15 homilies in the last 10 or 12
sitting days, it is an offence that has been
committed by leading persons in the Lab-
our Party as well as leading persons in the
Parties with which T am assoeciated, if the
statements made have any hasis of faet at
all. T sar, also, that had T been awave -of
the extent of the retrogression that had
taken place in certain departments during
Labour’s continned term . of office, the
statements that T made on some aspeets
during the election campaign, caustie
though they have been said to have been,
would have been considerably more canstic
than they were.

I deeline to associate this erificism with
any partieular Government of the Labour
Party in this State in the last 14 years.
T decline in any way to deal in personali-
ties. [ would bave been quite prepared to
have made no reference to these matters
during the debate. I would have been pre-
pared to have devoted such energies and
abilities as are mine to the task of improv-
ing the situation in various directions, with-
out making any reference—other than
where absolutely necessary upon a faetyal
hasis—to the things that T have in mind,
but, unfortunately, any such good resoln-
tion as that has had, to some extent at
least, to be re-considered owing to the
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statements and propsgandisation, if I may
use that word, that have been put forward
during the 14 or 15 years to which I have
referred.

I will turn for a moment or two to the
question of the State railways. It must be
a well-known fact that, in a State such as
Western Australia, where vast quantities of
goods of low freight value and heavy ton-
nage have to be carried over extremely long
distances, the State’s economy, prosperity,
development and production to a very suh-
stantial degree rest upon an efficient rail-
way system.  (Joods of these types over
long distances, goods such as wheat, super-
phosphate and the like, especially bearing
in mind the diffieultics of onr read system,
it was quite obvious wounld have to be
carrierl for a long time, if not indefinitely,
upon a rvailway system. If that reilway
system at any time became unable success-
fully to earry them then it became as sure as
the sun in the sky that either production aml
industry must be hampered or haulage at
very great expense would have to be incuered
by the individuals making that produetion
and condueting that industry. So it should
have been the obvious daty of every Govern-
ment in power to ensure, jrrespective of
what other problems faced it, that the rail-
way system and its capacity for hanlage
was maintained at a rteasonable level.

Sinee 1924—and 23 years have eclapsed
since that time—we have had various (ov-
ernmenty of the State Labour Party. With
regard to the railway system, they cunnot
claim that their activities have been pre-
vented by the Legislative Couneil. What-
ever they may claim, truthfally or untruth-
fully, regarding any other aspect, they
cannot make that claim against the Legisla-
tive Counecil in regavd to the railway system,
They have had the power of administration;
they have not been hampered in any serious
degree over legislation beeanse they pro-
duced none until last year, when it was too
late, even if the legislation were otherwise
desirable.

The situation has been that the railway
system has gone steadily backwards. In
1929-30 Western Australia grew something
over 50 million bushels of wheat, the larges!
croep ever harvested in this State. We
handled the quantities of snperphosphate
requisite for the growing of that crop, and
did the raillways fall down on their joh of
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transporting it? I think members will find
that they did a pretty fair job. Sinee that
time we have had 14 continuous years of an
administration which has been indulging in
so much eriticism becanse of the eriticism
directed against it.

This year and last year, too, had therc
heen a 50 million bushel erop, there wonld
have becn no more chance of handling it
than of flying to the moon. Fifty per cent.
of the locomotives will not work; a great
number of those that will work are almost
at the stage of obsolescence; the rolling-
stoek is insulficient and ineffective, and yet
we are told that eighteen months ago or nine
months ago or some other number of months
ago, steps were taken to order locomotives,
to provide rollingstock, to do this, that and
the other. But that was at the very least
five years too late, and whatever may be
said of my colleague, the Minister for Rail-
ways, he as the member for Pingelly from
the other side of the House consistently
and persistently drew attention to the fact
over a period of at least the last seven or
eight vears that this state of affairs was
coming,

And what did the Labour Government
dot It effected no improvement at that time,
und that was the time when improvements
should have been made, the time when they
were wanted, the time when it was obvions
that the future was fraught with danger and
diffieulty unless the improvements were
made. Today it is virtnally impossible to
face, within a reasonable time, the carriage
of goods that have to be used and have fo
he produced and are being produeed
hecause of the effete, inefficient eondition of
His
Western Australia,

For this I and those associated with me
refuse to aceept the slightest responsibility,
except that we shall do our utmost to make
use of what we have in the best interests of
those whose goods are to be transported and
to hasten as soon as possible to provide suf-
ficient facilities to handle the goods some-
how or other, faced as we are now, as the
member for Northam truthfully said, with
the problem of slow delivery and delay in
many other directions.

8o I say that, if on no account other than
this, the eriticism which was direeted against
the Lahour Party during the last election
eampaign was justified. Tn a State of 960,000
sqnare miles, with nearly 5,000 miles of rail-

Majestv's Government Railways in-
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way open for traffic, with millions of acres
of land under erop, as I have said, the rail-
ways, in my opinion, represent the funda-
mental for the prosperity of industry in
this country. Whatever else was let go, if
something had to be let go, the railway sys-
tem should have received a wvery high
priority; and it did not.

Onee again, may I reiterate that I do not
like a debate of this kind, but I felt, after
.due consideration of what has been said,
that a reply of some sort to some part at
any rate of the statements made was es-
sential. [ have before me & document issued
by the Labour Party during the last election
campaign, authorised by T. G. Davies,
Labour Campaign Director, Trades Hall,
Perth, gne paragraph of which that I shall
read reminds me very clearly of the observa-
tions of the memWer for Northam reparding
someone else on the Supply Bill a fortnight
ago when he said, “Lies! All lies!" This
is what the paragraph says—

Labour’s agricultural policy. The most re-
cent advance in investigation has been the es-
tablishment of a pasture research station on a
property purchased at Kojonup, This was
established Ly the State Government and the

Commonwealth in conjunetion with the Couneil
of Scientifie and Industrial Research.

That document came into iy hands last
February. At that time there was no re-
search station established at Kojonup, nor i
there one established there yet. That was
lies, all lies, as the member for Northam
observed a fortnight age. A station, it is
true, is in the course of purchase and will
be opened at Kojonup, I hope, in the near
future. When I ventured to look inte this
matter, I found there was competition be-
tween three distriets on the west of the Great
Southern. T am given to understand that
the responsible officers have now selected
Kojonup and that a property there is in
course of completion for a researeh station.
But at the time that-slatement was obviously
put into the cirenlar to tickle the ears of the
groundlings in the distriet of the member for
Wagin, because I happen to know that the
Lahour Party's organiser at the time had
great hopes, on the departure of Mr. Stubbs,
of collecting that scat.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:
optimist.

The ACTING PREMIER: He was, but
I happen to know, The Labour candidate,

as it transpired, came in rather a poor
third out of four eandidates; and only for

He wns an
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the grace of God he would bave been last—an
extraordinary position for a Labour candi-
date in Western Australia to be in, I frankly
admit.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: A Country Party
member lost his depesit.

The ACTING PREMIER: None of our
candidates lost his deposit. All our can-
didates did cxtremely well, but the member
for Wagin did best.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Your candidate
for Mt. Hawthorn lost his deposit.

The ACTING PREMIER: There is noth-
ing to worry about in that. Many decent
men have lost their deposits, but are not to
be reflected on for that reason. It is quite
possible for the member for Northam or my-
self to suffer the same fate and therefore I
propose to make no rveflgetions on candi-
dates who lose their deposits. It is ill-
advised to do so. .

Hon. F. J. B. Wise: It depends where,
you stand.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That applies to
anybody who runs third or last:

The ACTING PREMIER: Quite apart
from the trenchant observations made last
evening by my friend the member for M.
Marshall with respeet to the low-wage device
of Parties, particulavly the one to whieh I
helong, the Lahour Party has indulged in
mis-statements of & great many kinds over
a perind of years, deliberately aimed at pull-
ing the wool—I quote the observation of some
member opposite—over the eyes of the per-
sons entitled to vote at election time. It is
a well-known fact that I, and those assoeiated
with me last vear, debated at considerable
length the Bill which was infroduced by the
then Minister for Agriculture for the purpose
of implementing the Commonwealth’s so-
called wheat stabilisation proposal. [ think
the last man who would doubt our sincerity
in that argument, in view of all that trans-
pired in the debate, is the member for North-
irst Fremantle himself. The fact that we
sharply disagreed on the matter in many
respeets, is no justification for his impugning
our sincerity. The fact that we believed it
was a damnably bad scheme, and he believed
it was a reasonably good one, does not make
it necessary for “The Westralian Worker” to
come out with the following, as it did—

The Oppasition parties are great advoeates
of stahilisation of primary products until some-
hody proposes a plan of stabilisation, and then
they are not so keen abeont it.
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Even the member for North-Eest Fremantle
will agree that we were keen enough about
a plan of stabilisation, but the question was
the details of the plan. We tried to hamner
them out—as I believe we should bhe doing
tonight instead of talking as we have been
—by legislation which would effect a success-
ful compromise. It was a good debate from
the point of view of debating, but our re-
ward is to he directly aecused of blatant
insineerity in the propagangsa in the official
organ of the Labour Party, I strongly
resented it at the time I saw it, but I did
not come to this House and bleat and cry
becanse | had been aceused of insincerity in
the official organ of the Labour Pariy. A
public man must expect that sort of thing,
fair or unfair, and 1 venture to say nothing
about it in the hope that propagandists will
learn to become a little fairer in future.
This debate might help vs to achieve that
result. I will go a little further. Eight days
before the eleetion this same interesting
official organ came out with the following:—

The sincerity of unti-Labour is most open
to question when it talks of high standard of
wages and living for the workers. Every anti-
Labour subseribes to a policy which demands
low wuges and low standards of living for the
workers.
I do not subseribe and never have sub-
seribed to any such policy and I throw that
outrageous liec back in the teeth of M.
Davies. I_have said in this House—and am
not ashamed to repeat it now—that in my
opinion the individurl workers of Western
Australia are the erean of the workers in
this Commonwealth, '

Members: Hear, hear!-

The ACTING PREMIER: And as such
are entitled to the bhest consideration we
can give them.

Mr. Fox: How long will it take you to
give the workers the 40-hour week?

The ACTING PREMIER: I will talk
about the 40-hour week later. - More than
three weeks before this appeared in print,
T had stated in my policy speech that we
would endeavour to lower the cost of liv-
ing and thus increase the purehasing power
of wages by that means. T believe, although
it may be extremely difficult of achieve-
ment in view of our national economy and
present methods, that that is the real secret
of conferring prosperity on the worker.
Leave his wages where they are and reduce
the cost of living, and not have, as we have
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had for the Jast 45 years, this endless chasing
of the tail by the dog. It has produced,
aogording to the last statistics I saw, an
inarease in wages of 117 per cent. since a
given date and point, and increased the cost
of living by 120 per cent. Therefore, over
that long period of years we have losi 3
per cent. in the chase. That method is not
going to achieve prosperity for the workers
of Western Australia, or for workers any-
where else.

So far as I am concerned, once again I
threw that lie in this document in the teeth
of the man who wrote it. As far as F am
coneerned, the individual worker ean earn
al] he likes in exchange for a fair day’s
work, and no-one here will deny he is en
titled po give that. Therefore, it iz no
wonder I did not get enthusiastic about the
comments that were passed on my politieal
boliefs, when I recall that never at any
time during the whole of my 12 years of
publie life have I made any suggestion in
this House or elsewhere that I would, by
any action of mine, deprive the worker of
anything that he had lawfully obtained. I
venture to say—if venturing on this occas
gion is required—that the vote I received
in my district at the recent election
is & substantial indiestion of that fact.
There ie no member of this Government,
to my certain knowledge, who would sub-
seribe te ithe views with which* we are
charged by Mr. Davies.

Now I will turn to something which
pleases me little more than that sort of
thing, and that is some observations that
were made during the eourse of a speech
by the member for Geraldton a few nights
ago. He had been charged with voting
Against a measure which was aimed at en-
abling amenities to be supplied to the coal-
miners and it had come ount in the course
of the debate that he alleged that the Legis-
tative Couneil had passed a measure at the
second and third readings without a divi-
sion and with only one very slight amend-
ment in Committee, whick had nothing {o
do with the essence of the Bill. In this
sonnection the member for Kalgoorlie
said—

The member for Geraldton neked why the
Labour Goverpment had not improved condi-
tiona there.

That is, at Collie.
gootlie continued—

The member for Kal-
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The hon. member knows as well as I do
why they have not been improved to a great
extent, The reasons are that the attempt made
by the Labour Government and this House to
improve the conditions have been stood aside
by another place, a House elected on a most
undemocratic franchise, a property franchise,
the roll for which consists of only one-third of
the people, while only about one-third of those
cligible to vote do so. The member for Ger-
aldton graced another place with his presence
for a great number of years ns one of the mem-
berg for the Central Province. As a test of
the sincerity of the member for Geraldton, in
his solivitude for the coalminers, I decided to
ascertain how he cast his vote on two measures
that had been sent te another place from this
Chamber during recent years,

Then he referred to the Coal Mine Weorkers
{Pensions) Bill, that was not iniroduced
last year at all. He went on to say—

The other measure dealt with coal produe-
tion, It was brought forward last session and
the member for (leraldton cast a silent vote
againet it. He did not speak to the measure,
but voted against the second reading. Even if
he did not approve of the clauses dealing with
coal production, the Bill contained many other
clanses providing for additional amenities for,
the miners, and the hon. member did not think
it even worth while to vote for the secend
reading. He considered that it was not worth
while to discuas those clauses which had for
their ohjeetive the betterment of the conditions
of the miners. The Bill did not reach the
Committee stage.

That is lies—all lies, because the two Bills
introduced last session were the Bill for
coal production and distribution and the
Coal Mines Regulation Bill! The Bill for
the production and distribmtion of coal was
not passed and did not contain one single
rolitary clause baving any reference what-
ever to amenities, working eonditions,
safety conditions or the like.  The Bill
whieh contains something like 60 or 70
lines of provisions in regard to working
conditions, safety eonditions, amenities,
wash-houses, hathrooms and so forth—
things which are being put into operation
by regulation under that Aet—was the Coal
Mines Regulation Bill That Bill was
passed at the second and third readings in
the Legislative Couneil without a division
and only one small emendment in Commit-
tee; and therefore the member for Kal-
goorlie ‘was either singularly ill-informed
—which I do not believe—or was trying to
make the people of this House and this
counfry believe that the Coal Mines Pro-
duction and Distribution Bill which was de-
feated contained the amenity elauses and



was voted against by the member for
(Geraldton. 1 am of the opinion that the
member for Kalgoorlie knew perfectly well
that it was nothing of the kind and was
simply out to misrepresent the member for
jeraldton and the Party with which he is
associated.

So there, if we want misrepresentation,
we have plenty of it and of the worst kind;
because it ia made by a man personally in
a deliberative Assembly; by a man in full
possession of his faculties who should have

the knowledge required to enable him to -

know better. That is the position in regard
to that matter. If we want some more
rash statements we ean turn to the reported
speech of the Leader of the Opposition—
then the Premier of Western Australia—a
speech made on the 25th February, 1947,
and reported in ‘‘The West Australian’’ of
the following day. We find in that speech
this statement—

Respecting health and hospitals, the Premicr
pointed out that hospitzls throughout the State
had suffered severely berause of the impossi-
bility of proceeding with cexpansior and im-
provements during the war. A comprehcnsive
programme to cost £2,000,000 had Leen ap-
proved, which would bring up to date every
hospital in the State, including the provision
of hot water and sewerage aystems where ade-
quate water supplies existed. Seven new hos-
pitals were to be built and 34 others enlargeil.
Before I go any further, allow me to say
that that is no less elahorate but rather
more elaborate a promise in regard to hos-
pitalisation than any member or the leader
of either of the Parties forming this Gov-
ernment ever made. The present Opposition
set out 41 hospitals in its policy speech. We
did venture the suggestion that £2,000,000
wonld have to be spent on hospitals but we

_did not mention 41, The Leader of the Op-
position went further than that. Here is
* what the report states—

Substantinl eplargements were to be made to
the King Edwnrd Memorial Hospital, the Fre-
mantle IHospital, the Children's Hospital and
Woaroloo Sanatorigm,

And here is what T think the Frenchmen
used to call the piéee de resistance.

The new Royal Perth Hospital was expected
to open next month,
That was in March. I have been to the
Royal Perth Hospital—I went a little time
after the present Government took office—
and 1 say without the slightest hesitation
that it was absolutely impossible for the
Royal Perth Hospital to be finished in
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" Mareh 1947 ag the Leader of the Opposi-

tion stated in February, 1947,
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: This is & case

. where the ex-Premier was misled by offieial

information supplied by the Under Secre-
tary at the time.

The ACTING PREMIER: Well, well,
well, well! Any excuse is better than none.

Hon. A. R. (i. Hawke: That is not an
excuse; it is a reason,

Several members interjected,
Mr. SPREAKER: Order!

The ACTING PREMIER: I am confining
myself to things which are clearly on re-
cord and the Royal Perth Hospital is on re-
cord today and I find it extremely diffienlt
to believe, in view of what has been said
to me in recent days by the Principal Archi-
teet, that any Under Seeretary in February
of this year could have said the hospital
would be finished next month.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You would believe it
if I could show you the paper it is on.

The ACTING PREMIER ; Then if it were
so—but [ do not believe it—I would eay
he was a most uorelinble Under Secretary.
The following day the statement was taken
up by Dr. Hislop in the Press; and though
I have made careful inquiry and search,
I could not find that the Leader of the Op-
position made any response when Dr. His-
lop observed, stating that he had some ac-
quaintanee with the matter as linison offeer
between the committee and the B.M.A., that
it was impossible for the hospital te he
opened in March, I saw no response from
the Leader of the Opposition or any evi-
denee of his having checked up on this
matter to reetify his error or explain the
source of his information.

I want now to turn for a few minutes to
the question of the 40-hour week nbout which
so much has been said in this Chamber this
evening. I do not want to have any mis-
understandings about this. The situation is
that we sent instructions to Mr, Williams,
connsel employed by the South Australian
Government in the first place, and latterly
called on to represent both Governments,
and what I am about to read is a report of
the statement he made to the court in conse-
quence of those instructions—

T have been instrueted to make a short state-

ment on behalf of the State of Western Ane-
tralia, if the Court pleases.
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[n the first place, the W.A. Government
desires me to put quite clearly to the Court
that it is not to be taken as adopting as its
own either any part of the evidence I have
colled for the State of S.A, or any of the
submissions which I have made on its behalf.
I am alse to inform the Court that the case
for the two States should not be regarded as
identical, The W.A. Government wishes to
declare its own attitude independently of the
5.A, Government,

That attitude is ag follows: The W.A, Gov-
srnment n('(it‘pts the Clourt's determination that
the 40-hour'week is approved in principle as to
the time for its introduetion, the W.A. Govern-
ment leaves this to the decision of the Court.
It does not scek to advise the Court on this
question sinee it feels that the Court, with all
the evidence that has been placed before it,
is in the lest position to arrive at a deter-
mination that will be in the best interests of
the nation.

At the same time, inasmuch as the W.A.
Government is gravely concerned about what,
in its view, iy the neeessity of increasing pro-
duetion to meet the needs of workers for
housing, and the requirement of primary pro-
ducers and of manufacturers in respect of
plant and materials, it requests the Court to
give enrnest consideration to the question of
whether the jntroduction of the 4U-hour week
at the present time would be in the interests
of the Apstralian people and their living
standards, and in particular of the people of
a State such as Western Australia, which is
awaiting the development of great areas and
latent resourves.

Further, since the Western Anstralian Gov-
croment feels some anxiety lest the introdue-
tion of a 40-hour week at the present juncture
might adversely affect the State’s living stand.
ardy gnd economic and hudgetary positien, it
invites the attention of the Court to the evi-
donee of Mr. Lancaster, as bhrought up to date
by the exhibit which I recently tendered, re-
lating to the likely impaet of 2 40-hour week
on the State's production, budgetary pogition
and general cconomy,

That, if the Court pleascs, completes the

statoment T have been instructed to make on

hehalf of the W.A, Government,

We were forthwith aceused of bitterly op-
posing the 40-hour week prepesal. In the
face of this statement, that was a lic!

Hon. A. H. Panton: If was not encourag-
ing to the granting of a 40 hour week.

The ACTING PREMIER: It is a le. if
that is the right word, and I learned it from
the member from Northam, Some three
questions were raised, firstly, that in con-
nection with the working conditions of the
people; secondly, the budgetary position;
and thirdly, the cconomie position of the
penple of Western Australia. Let us hear
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what certain Labour Premiers had to say,
aceording to the mioutes of a conference
held in Melbourne, on this subject last year.
It is on record that Mr, Cain of Victoria
observed—

I consider that if the d40-hour week is
granted by the Court, freights and fares must
be increased in the three big States, what-
ever may happen in the smaller States.

If it is going to have that effect in the farge
and thickly-populated States, I ean ses no
reason why it should not have the same
effect in the smaller States—Western Aus-
tralia, Tasmania and Sonth Australia. But
according to the member for Kalgoorlie, the
other evening. any suggestion to inerease
freights and fares would be disastrous to
the Goldfields people. He preached for a
quarter of an hour in that way.

Hon, A, H. Panton:;: The member for
Nedlands did the same thing last year.

The ACTING PREMIER: Maybe, but I
am referring to the member for Kalgeorlic
who wants, apparently, the immediate intro-
duction of the 40-hour week without ascer-
taining what may be its effeet on the in-
dustry that he is so fond of, and rightly o
He soys that any suggestion to raise freights
and fares will be disastrous to this com-
munity,

Mr. Leslic: Then he savs he must have
the 40-hour week.

The ACTING PREMIER: Exactly, and
resents apparently—in fairness to him I do
not think he said so, hut it is the general
tenor of what his associates have said—-any
suggestion that there should be a complete
and proper inquiry, which is all this Gov-
ernment has asked for, into the economie
and budgetary reactions of the State. The
Minister for Labour, has said plainly in the -
public Press that if the court, after con-
sidering all these aspects of the matter, comes
to the eonclusion that such an order is justi-
fied, then the Western Australian Govern-
ment will loyally abide by it. Yet the public
is told that we hitterly opposed the 40-hour
week, and a great deal more rot to the same
cffect. Mr. Cain goes on to say—

We must not say teo the Court that the
States have plenty of money, If we do, there
will be repetcussions,

T quite agree; there will be. The statemgnt
is not true. Of course it is not true. We
have not plenty of money, We have to make
sure that what we have got and what we
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¢an get is spent to the best interests of the
development of the State, and in the in-
crease of production and the befterment of
conditions generally. That is all we seek
‘to do. Then we go a little further and find
that Mr. Marfin, of New South Wales, had
this to say—

The position of the States should be passive,
Lut not negative. The States should rely on
the cross-oxamination of witnesges, and not
tead evidence.

It seems to me that the difference between
the States being passive and not negative
is the differcnce between Twerdledum and
Tweedledee, If he does not mean by that,
that he wants the question fully investigated
because of the budgetary and economice diffi-
eulties he sees ahead, and the need for ar-
rangements with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for the acquisition of more money to
carry on, then I am greatly mistaken, There
is precious little difference, to my way of
thinking, between the two points of view.
They certainly do not justify the propa-
ganda and hostility that has been displayed
towards a decision of this Government to
alter, in some slight degree, the responsi-
hility of its legal adviser before the Federal
Arbitration Court.

The Minister for Lands: The Premier of
Queensland made a similar statement.

The ACTING PREMIER: Yes. I could
have quofed from him, but I did not want
to be here all night, I think T am doing my
duty by dealing with the matter in hroad
outline at the moment. The member for
Forrest, whom I wish to compliment on &
very good speech, on the occasion of his
first appearance in this House and notwith-
standing the atmosphere with which he was
surrounded, asked whether the Government
proposed to push on with the South-West
power scheme, Becaunse I felt it was desir-
able to answer thai guestion, I made some
inquiries, and I am informed that there will
be no unnecessary delay in that direction.
At this joneture I would like to say that T
understand that up to 1933, or thereabouts,
it had been the custom for ait least ome
Minister to make some atiempt to reply te
the observations of members on any matters
raised during the course of the Address-in-
reply debate, During the whole of my 12
years or more in this House, however, that
practice has fallen into disuse. I do not
know whether Ministers of the Labour Gov-
ernment were too lazy or too disinclined fe

. somewhat better things,
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seek information to give to members, but
in all those 12 years no-one ever made a
reply from the Government benches to re-
marks or suggestions which came from the
side of the House on which T sat.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: They had nothing
to reply to.

‘The ACTING PREMIER : They had more
to reply to than I have on this occasion, be-
cause there have been few constructive oh-
servations from that side of the House.
That is why I have taken the opportunity
of picking out two or three items from the
speech of the member for Forrest and that
of the member for East Perth, in particu-
lar, because, withont disrespect to one or
two other members on that side of the
House, these two made the most consirue-
tive contributions to the debate from that
side.

The member for Kanowna, who inei-
dently was Minister for Railways for four
or five years, and who therefore must ac-
cept his full share of the argument with
which I opened wmy remarks this evening,
wants to know if the Government is pre-
pared to do anything about a regular ser-
vice to Bsperance. I fake it he is referring
to 2 ship, and that involves certain other
parts of the State along the south coast
where shipping used to run in the days
of the ‘‘Ferret,’’ before the ‘‘Euecla.’’ My
information on the subjeet is that every
effort will he made, as soon as the addi-
tional ship or ships ean be obtained for the
North-West, to return the **Kybra’’ to that
area as the commencement, at all events, of
The member for
Kanowna also made r¢ference to the Pub-
lic Works Standing Committee, to which he
objected strongly on the ground that it would
be too eumbersome. That is, in short, what
he said about it, but that has not been the
experience of other people, He said—

I entirely disagree with the proposal. We
shall not have statesmen in Western Australia
if that legislation is pussed. The eonsideration
of works exceeding that sum would be relegateq
to the Standing Committec, the members of
which would probably know very little abont
them and very little about finance, and sueh
a procedure would undoubtedly restrict the
development of the State,

If that does not make it cumbersome, I do
not know what was in the hon. member’s
mind. He should make a study of what
has taken place in South Australia under a
system such as this, and he would be well



464

advised to read the speech made by the
member for Perth regarding a similar 'ub-
lic Works Standing Commnittee in the
Federal arena. He will find that that hon.
member alleged—

{1) that it had not restricted any worth-
while public works and,

(2) that it had, in the earrying out of those
sime worthwhile public works, saved the Com-
monwenlth some millions of pounds.

He will find in South Australia, in par-
ticular with relation to the Whyalla water
supply scheme, that exaetly the same con-
siderations apply. The work was proceed-
¢d with and was completed even below the
estimate made by the committee, but the
firure that the commitiee gave was given
after the closest investigation, and indi-
vated to the people of that State that the
scheme was worth while and should he pro-
ceeded with. The '(‘ommoenwealth Govern-
ment, in the matter of our own comprehen-
sive water supply scheme—the activities in
regard to which last session were, 4s T then
said, premature, hecause there had heen no
financial arrangements made and it was
known that there was to be an investigation
hy the Commonwealth—appointed a com-
mittee that has done a remarkably good
jobh, and has put forward somelhing that
will do fmmeasurable good to Western Aus-
tralin in overeoming difficulties that were
inherent in the first proposal, and yet has
not neplectedl to provide for the require-
ments of those who really have such re-
ynirements. I say, quite frankly, that the
{invernment proposes to submit to Parlia-
ment a Bill on those lines, and is not in the
least afraid that any matters veferred to
that committee will prevent members of the
tjoverument hecoming statesmen, which is
the hon. member’s first objeetion, or alter-
nutively, will restriet the State’s develop-
ment.  On the contrary, the {iovernment
bhelieves that it is likely to ensure the
State'’s development on sound lines.

May [ say that there has heen an utter-
ance from several members complaining
that they are allowed to take but little part
in deliberations of such a nature. T refer
to the neighbour of the member for
Kanowna., I say that such a committee wili
rive some members of this House opportu-
nity of obtaining a better knowledge of
what is in hand and of the State’s prob-
lems, and proposed developments, The mem-
her for Kdnowna, in the course of his some-
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what lengthy dissertation—which thereby
gets double atiention from me—said, in re-
ference to petrol and oil-—

It does geem to me very unfair that the
people who live furthest from the ecentre
where these things are produced should have
to pay 1s. per gallon more for them.

I wholcheartedly agree with him, but
might I suggest—in all sweet rensonable-
ness—that if he has an idea that will solve
this problem and provide the necessary
equalisation, he should tell the House why
he did not have a shot at putting it into
operation during the six or seven years for
which he was u member of the Government
of the State. That is one aspect; the other
is that if he knows of a way in which to
do it and will be good enough to expound
it to the House, withont more delay than is
necessary under the Standing Orders, he will
find me a happy, and I trust a usefu! ally.
I say frankly that 1 have looked at this
problem, as a private member of the House,
quite a lot, and will co-operate with him at
any time if he ean find a workable scheme
for doing what he wants. I will not be back-
ward in offering thanks to him for any
worthwhile suggestion in that direetion, but
[ am very much afraid that, as apparently
was the case during his six years or more of
office, he will not he able to find a solution
quickly enough to comply with my urgent
request,

The hon. member also said that the elubs
on the Goldfields—referring to the Goldfields
racecourses—'‘‘are greatly eoncerned over the
legislation, passed by this House, wherehy
the fraetion is reduced to 6d. instead of 1s.,
as it has affected them generally. They now
suggest that the Government should bring in
a system similar to that in South Australia,
and I hope the Chief Secretary will bring
down legislation to that end.” What is he
talking about? IHe was one of the spon-
sors, if not the inventor, of the legislation
that was passed last session io do the very
thing ahout which he now ecomplains. It
was the policy of his Government. It
was one of his Party or Government Bills.
He pushed it down the throats of members,
whether they liked it or not, and now he
has what T might almost eall the imper-
tinence to come here and say that the Gov-
ernment should alter it.

The Minister for Lands: He is talking
to his electors, now.
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The ACTING PREMIER: The mental
activities of a member who can, after an
interval of a few months, in these circum-
stances make that suggestion, completely
passes roy comprehension.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I will take that up later.

The ACTING PREMIER : The then Gov-
ernment brought the Bill down.

The Chief Secretary: I objected to it.

The ACTING PREMIER: It is well
known that the Chief Secretary objected to
if,

The Minister for Lands: The member for
Kanowna is quiet now.

The ACTING PREMIER: Now let me
turn to some remarks by my friend, the
member for Canning. He said in the course
o} his rematks—

I think the Government should support every

niove to see that the coal industry in this State
iv explored to the fullest cxtent,

T give him my assurance that T agree with
him, and action is being taken at the pre-
sent time that I hope will result in much
twore being known about the Collie coalfields
and their potentialities than is in our pos-
session at present. He also referred to the
uecessity of imereasing police protection. I
understand that the Paolice Force is at least
i} constables short and, of course, such offi-
vers have to be put through a school before
they ¢an attend to their duties in a proper
und efticient moanner. The Government has
therefore in the last few weeks authorised
an increase in the establishment by 30 con-
tnbles and, as scon as the present school is
suecesstolly eoncluded, T understand it is
the intention of the Minister for Police to
recommend that the full requirements sug-
gested to him should he met. In these eir-
cumstanees, the hon. member will have every
apportonity, no doubt, to see that his wishes
are piven effect to.

He also referred to the question of bus
shelters in St. George's Terrace. Here again
I am in agreement as to the desirability of
action in the matter, but there seems to be,
and in faet there is, a diversity of eontrol
involved, The pavements concerned in this
question are obviously under the control of
the Perth City Counecil, the members of
which are not over agreeable to hasty action
heing taken towards implementing some of
the ideas of the member for Canning. One
cannot help sympathising with that attitude
to o certain extent. Certain negotiafions
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have been proceeding and it is to be hoped
that means will be found of arriving at 2
compromise regarding the conflicting opin-
ions on the subjeet at no far distant date.
It is very necessary that something shall be
doune and it is certainly a great pity that the
problem was not tackled in its embryo stages
years ago. That was the time, in my view,
to have made a really earnest attempt fo
solve this particular problem.

I had some controversy with the member
for Mt. Magnet during the course of the de-
bate concerning the alleged dismissal—I
think the word used was ‘‘sacked”"—of one
Mr. F. C. Fox who had been invited to
carry out experiments with regard to the
gasifieation of Collie coal, together with one
or two other allied matters. The hon. mem-
ber was told that his allegation that Mr. Fox
had been sacked was absolute rubbish, but he
persisted in his statement and I therefore
must now take time to explain to him—his
understanding of the matter, I think, was
wrong bhut bona fide wrong—just what the
situation, is. Mr. Fox was not sacked. The
work on which he was engaged, testing a gas
plant to his own design, and for which he
received £814 retainer and fees for the year
1946-47 was, for all practical purposes, com-
pleted on the 11th July, 1947.

At a meeting of the Coal Panel held on
the 7th July last, at which Mr. Fox was
present, it was agreed that the work should
be closed down until the fuel technologist
investigated what had been carried ouf under
Mr. Fox's supervision, and the pane] decided
to wait on advice from this officer as to
whether any further extension was justified.
Mr. Fox expressed his eomplete agreement
with this decision. I have here a copy of
the minutes of the 16th meeting of the Coal
Panel which was held on the 7th July, 1947.°
Mr. Fox was a member of the panel and
at that meeting a report prepared by him
was presented to that body. The report
covered the following points: '

1. Total gasifieation,

2. Produetion of smokeless fucls,

3. Carhonising and coking.

4. Briquetting.

The minutes contained the following:—

After members had had an opportunity of
perusing the report, the Chairman drew their
attention to the fart that extrn money had
had te he provided to cover these operations.
He thought that perhaps the time had now
come when this work should be clozed down
at lenst until the Fuel Technologist had had
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the opportunity. to investigate the work which
has been carried out and to determine whether
unything on the same lines would be justified.

Mr., Fox said@ he would be perfectly content
if the panel_dctermined to close the worka
down,

Mr. Triat: Did you echeck what I said
about “The Blackwood Times” report?

The ACTING PREMIER: I have.
Mr, Triat: How did it get there?

The ACTING PREMIER: I do not know
where it eame from. I told the hon. mem-
ber by interjection that it was my inten-
tion to interview Mr. Fox about the matter.
I had that interview with him, and T put
to bim two questions. The first was whether
these minutes represented a fair record of
what took place at the meeting of the Coal
P’anel, and he said they did. Seeondly, I
asked him whether I was justified, in his
opinion, in setting out the whole matter in
the House, to which he said he had no ob-
jeetion, I will go further and say that the
discussion I kad with Mr. Fox yesterday
was most interesting and T am very hopeful
that he will achieve some resnlts somewhere
in Western Australia that will be quite
worth while. That will have been done as
the result of his investigations which were
sponsored by the previous Government and
which the present Government is prepared
to back up so long as it can see some sound
reason—as Ministers believe will be found
—indicating that the use of gas from Collie
roal will be available in a desirable way in
Western Australia.

Mr. Triat: Hear, hear!

The ACTING PREMIER: I think that
explanation will satisfy the member for
Mr. Magnet and others interested in this
matter. It is obviously one of those things
into which we eannot rush, but.the position
at present is roughly as T have stated it.

T would like to make some reference to
the remarks of other members and the first
one I shall mention is the member for East
TPerth. He observed that it was necessary
to do something with regard to the parking
of motor vehicles in the eity block. I en-
tirely agree with him. So keenly do I
agree with him .that a week ago, as Minis-
ter for Local Government, I had with me
the whole of the twelve members of the
Traffic Advisory Committee. We discussed
at eonsiderable length the question of that
commit{es carrying out an exhaustive in-
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vestigation as to what can be done to solve
this problem in a reasonable manner. We
have, as I think the member for East Perth
said, to see that the right to unload had to be
made available for ordinary business and
commercial places and the like, and the
fised parking 'areas that appear to have
grown up during the last few years cannot
be allowed to continue indefinitely. At the
same time, we have to bear in mind that
there are people in poor health and some
who ave crippled or infirm, all of whom
cannot be expected when .they bring their
vehieles from the suburbs to the city to
walk considerable distances from where
their ears ave parked, to get to their des-
tinations or go about their business.

We have, on the other hand, the fact that
the motorist is paying a fairly heavy tay
into the revenue of the State or local au-
thority and another very heavy fax on fhe
petrol he uses. And it is hardly reasonable
for him to be excluded from getting some-
where near to his destination and being
allowed to leave his vehicle for the time he
has to take, which may be a long time, to
transact his business. These uspeets were
discussed very carefully with the Traffie
Advisory Committee hy me and the Minister
for Transport, and I have no doubt from
the tenor of the discussion that those
gentlemen will be able to produce a report
that will effeet a substantial improvement
in the position which, as I say, ought
to have been effected. a long time ago.
But the cobwebs were right over that; there
18 no question about it; and they have not
been brushed off yet, although some steps
have been taken to try to remove them.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not you think
that the taxis near Cathedrsl-Avenue are
fairly dangerons?

The ACTING PREMIER: I think the
hon. member will find thaf regulations will
be promulgated shortly to prevent that part
being used as a parking place. It is a bad
peint. But that is only a little bit of a very
big cherry.

I was greatly strack by the observations
of the member for East Perth concerning
the 40-hour week and the difficulties which
the doubting Thomases—with them I am
sure T was ineluded for the reasons I gave
just now—snw in the possibility of a redue-
tion of production at a time when we could
not stand up to it suecessfully. He suggested
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that when production reached 102 or 105,
taking datum point as a 100, being the
present level, we counld then safely and
quickly reduce the hours of work propor-
tionately until finally we could hope to get
down to what was desired. If such a scheme
were practicable, I am sure it wounld be given
very favourable consideration by the arbitra-
tion authorities, with whom it is no part of
this Government’s policy to interfere. That
js the fundamental of our attitnde to this
matter.

1 suggest to the member for East Perth
that he should take steps to claborate a
scheme based on such a proposal as he put
forward and let it be submitted to the proper
authority, because it might, with thought
and attention and eriticism by others, very
easily reach a proposition that would be
generally aceeptable. Anybody whose mind
is thé incubator of hright ideas, such as the
member for East Perth appeared to be last
evening, is entitled to and I think did, ve-
veive an extremely respectful hearing.

I should like to make some references to
an ohservation by the member for Kal-
goorlie, which amounted to a statement that
the State Labour Government in the last 14
vears had been in office for only about six
months, beeause he argued that 1933-36 were
depression years, which was news to me,
1936-39 were partial or ' post-depression
vears, or something of the sort that cut
them out, the next six years were years
of war and the next 18 months were months
of demobilisation, so that out of the 14 years
the only chance the Labour Government had
had to do anything was a period of six
months, in which, unfortunately, the general
clection occurred. In faet, the Labour Gov-
ernment had not been in office at all during
that 14 years. Unless I am much mistaken,
& careful perusal of the hon. member’s
speech in “Hansard” by any logical mind
will lead to no other conclusion.

If I may digress for a few moments with-
out offending too severely against the Stand-
ing Orders, that statement has some analogy
fo the case of an American negro cotton
picker, who approached his boss at the be-
ginning of the new year and asked for the
previons year's wages. For a moment the
hoss. did not know what to say, but after
a little thought, he replied, “Loock here,
Sambo, for eight hours a day you slept.
As last year was a leap year with 366 days,
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you were therefore asleep for 122 days.”
“Yes,” said Sambo. “Then,” continued the
boss, “yon had eight hours recreation and
tueker time, which amounted to another 122
days.” Sambo replied, “Yes, that is right.”
“That leaves you only 122 days.” Again
Sambo agreed. The boss continued, “Well,
you did not work on Sundays. That takes
off 52 days and leaves only 70 days. We
do not work on Saturdays, and that takes
off another 52 days and leaves only 18 days.
Then you went with me on a fishing trip
when you were not picking cotton, which
amounted to 14 days, so that leaves only
four days. Further, you were ill for a week,
and so you owe me three days’ wages.”
That is analagons to the statement of the
member for Kalgoorlie. That is what it
amounts to and nothing else. The hon. mem-
ber tried to prove that his Party was not
in office at all.

Mr. Styants: T did not say anything about
being in office. I said “in power.”

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon. mem-
ber’s Party was in power and in office, too,
heeause everybody knows that administra-
tive authority without legislation is extremely
powerful. .

Mr. Styants: I said that while we had
heen in office for 14 years, we had not been
in power,

The ACTING _ PREMIER: Everyone
knows that practically all the legislation of
any value introdueed during that time was
ultimately passed by both Houses.

Mr. Styants: That is your way of putting
it with your legal training.

The ACTING PREMIER : The hon. mem-
ber’s former Premier (Hon. J. C. Willeock)
sald so in 1942. The hon. member should
read his remarks on the Commonwesalth
Powers Bill. Yon people who want power
were prepared to sell out the whole ship.
We wanted to keep some power for youn,
but you wanted to give it all away. Well
1 remembey the debate on that Bill and
how we tried {o thin down the giving away
to a reasonable degree, but every amendment
was wiped out by a solid bloek vote of your
Party. So you do not want to talk to me
ahnut obhtaining more power.

Mr. Styants: That is only a distortion
of what T said.

The ACTING PREMIER: It is a fact;
you had all the administrative power for
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14 years and in some aspects you did not
use it successfully. You were very rarely
rebuffed by another place in respect of any
major legislation. The other night you told
the House that it was the Conl Production
Bill that contained the clauses about eoal-
miners' amenities, social eonditions and the
like. It contained nothing of the sort. The
Bill that contained provisions for those
amenities and conditions was passed by an:
other place on both readings without any
divizion. The hon. member need not try to
tell me what oceurred; T have read the whole
of the reports of the debates.

Mr. Styants: So bave 1 read them.

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon. mem-
ber knows perfectly well that the Bill deal-
ing with amenities and social conditions of
the miners was not the Coal Production Bill.

Mr, Stvants: I dealt with the pensions
Bill,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I cannot allow
this conversation to eontinue.

The ACTING PREMIER: Well, T am
the speaker, 50 I think the member for Kal-
goorlie is quite out of order. He knew
perfectly well that he was misleading the
House and the eountry in order to score off
the member for Geraldton.

Mr. Styants: All right, I shall have an
opportunity to score off you.

The ACTING PREMIER: The hon. mem-
ber should read in “Hansard” what he said
and what I have said. If he looks at the
record, he will see thait he is not the one
who is telling the truth. I am getting tired
of this sort of thing.

Mr. Styants: You are not the only George
Washington in the House.

The ACTING PREMIER: Other mem-
bers have had their say and now I am en-
titled to have mine. You talk of liberty,
but yon do not like liberty for the other
fellow. You know that perfeetly well.

The Minister for Lands: They do squeal. .

Hen. A. R. G, Hawke: T think we will
have to eall the Minister for Lands the
Minister for dirt soon.

The ACTING PREMIKR: T am not con-
verned about the Minister for Lands, but
T am concerned about the general question.
The hour is getting late and T do not pro-
pose to detain {he Honse much longer, save
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to say this: That so far as this Government
was concerned, hefore its members eame into
office, the things which they undertook to do
were, in the light of the information which
they possessed, able to he done within the
three years of the life of Parliament. It
has been suggested hy some members op-
posite that they were supposed to be done
in any period from five minutes to five
months; but in the opening stanza of the
poliey speech which 1 delivered as the then
Leader of the Opposition I said, “T have
pleasure in giving you tonight the policy
of this Party for the next three years,” and
if at the end of three years we have not
succeeded in implementing the greater part
of it, then we will take the consequences.”

Point of Order.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: On a point of vrder,
I take it the Deputy Premier will table the
file from which he quoted. ‘

Mr, Speaker: The point is covered by
‘“May,” not by the Standing Orders,

The Acting Premier: I have no objection.

Debate Resumed.

Question put and passed; the Address

adopted.

BILLS (11)—FIRST READING.
1, Child Welfare,
2, Road Distriets Act Amendment,
3, Rural Relief Fund Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Eduea-
tion.
4, Crown BSuits.
5, Constitution Acts Amendment (No. 1).
6, Constitulion Acts Amendment (Re-
election of Ministers).
7, Fatal Accidents,
8, Public Trustee Act Amendment,
9, Public Service Act Amendment.
* Introduced by the Chief Secretary (for
the Attorney General).

Industries Assistance Aet Amendment
{ Continuance).

Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

Closer Settlement Act Amendment.

Introduced by Hon. F. J. 8§ Wise

11,

House adjourned at 1046 p.m.



